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ANZAC DAY 
 Lest we forget 

 
ANZAC DAY was celebrated early Monday morning on 
the 25th April .  Most of the population got up early and 
attended the ceremony at The Square, honouring those 
who fell in the wars during the last century.  Afterwards 
there was a shared breakfast. 

 
The Sea Scouts getting ready to pay their tribute – above 
and below  - with the other wreaths on the Bounty anchor 

 
Some of ucklun in New Zealand got up at 4.30 am in the 
pouring rang to attend the 96th dawn service celebrations 
with thousands of others.   
 

We will remember them 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
SPARROWS have been very plentiful over the 
summer.  Usually we don’t see much of them, 
but these days they are flying and a-twittering 
everywhere.  For the first time ever we have a 
sparrow family feeding on the bunches of 
bananas hanging on our porch, and we let them 
since it is such a treat to have them around.  
They are very tame and trusting.  There are 
many theories as to the unusual multitudes of 
sparrows, and we wonder if it is a result of the 
plentiful bugs in our tapau and lata trees.  
Hordes of sparrows seem to live and feed in the 
tapau trees, and there are also less wild cats 
than before, thanks to all the rat and chicken 
poison spread out in the hills, which all leads 
one to think that the sparrows are having a ball 
with more than enough feeding and no natural 
enemies.   
 
The other picture (right) is of our white tern 
which is plentiful on the island, and a beauty to 
behold in its white feathers. 
 

DUKE & DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE 
 
The public power generators are turned off at 10.00 pm 
each day except for special occasions.  The wedding of 
Prince William and Catherine Middleton was one such 
special occasion.  The generator stayed on so that 
anyone who wanted to could watch the televised 
ceremony broadcasted on the CNN channel.  When I 
turned off my TV here in New Zealand at 1.30 am 
following the two kisses on Buckingham Palace 
balcony I spared a thought for those on Pitcairn who’s 
time would have been 5.30 am for those die hard 
royalist who was still watching and I hear many were. 

THE NOMADS ON PITCAIRN 
 
It’s been over 20 years since the last “boom” of summer shacks being built on the island, and several families used to go up to 
their summer shacks every weekend and on hot weeknights to sleep.  There was Steve and family at Flatland, Dennis and 
Mary also at Flatland, Brenda and her kids in Andrew’s old house up Ship Landing Point, Jay and family at Big Flower, Dave 
and family at Jack’s Yam, Brian and family at Matt’s House, Suzanne and Ron wherever their canvas was put up, but mostly 
at Up In the Tee, and Nig and Lorraine down Tedside.  The picture below left shows Dennis having the tractor pick up his old 
shack which had been stored downtown, and taking it up Har Beans for weekend use.  Brian already got a new shack up Har 
Beans, and Jay has built for his family Up in the Tee.  Steve has a half permanent camp set up down Tedside.  So it seems the 
summer shacks are in business again, true to Pitcairn tradition, for already in 1825, almost 200 years ago,  Captain Beechey 
reported that  old Adams, the Young and Quintall families had cottages higher up in the hill to enjoy the cooler climate there.  
And in the 1930s there was  Norris’ shack up Dubbin, Percy’s up Big Flower etc. and today’s campers remember well the 
campgrounds at Flatland in the 50s and 60s, where all the families had shacks and even some wells for the summer season.  

 
The photo on the right is overlooking taro Ground – antenna masts in the background 
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“I miss the casual way people drop in for conversation and are aware that 
the open house policy is long gone in our society. The highlights for me  
of the trip were spending time with Royal, Mavis and Nola talking about  
my mother and grandmothers history. That they knew her grew up with her 
made the trip all the more special ....... 
 
Would you tell Meralda I think she is awesome, multi talented and gave me one of the most enjoyable afternoons talking about 
tapa and sharing of her life on Pitcairn. Tell Nola I tried making arrowroot pie that just didn’t come up to her standards..... I still 
have dough in the freezer which I will attempt to make those breadstick rolls.  
 
I loved travelling around the island on those bikes and Brian’s knowledge of plant life. He has wonderful stories to tell about 
those plants they should be written, especially the recipe to make moonshine that the old mutineers did and how to make candle 
light from those nuts.  
 
There are so many beautiful spots and I realised a few more that I didn’t get to see like Christian’s cave. The views from any 
high point were magical and how lucky are the people who look at the ocean every day. It costs millions of dollars to get those 
views in Australia. ...... I would have to say the best fried fish I had was from Dave and I miss the community dinners which was 
a great way to socialize and catch up with people. 
  
The food is outstanding with its variety, freshness and uniqueness in making the most of island produce. With the drought I 
imagine people struggle at times and I marvel at how Pitcairn people adapt to their 
environment, their ability to survive in harsh conditions making me realise how easy it 
is on the outside where there is a variety of fresh produce from all over the world daily.  
 
I would like you to extend a thank you to Tom and Betty for the luncheon ......to Steve 
and Olive for dinner,.....Heather, Kerry, Pawl, Mike, Melva.  Once again I big thank 
you to everyone for making my stay an unforgettable memory that I will carry with me 
for a long time. I hope to return in the near future. 
 
Please share this with people or put in your newspaper. If people would like to 
correspond they can get me at this email address:  canzaus@optusnet.com.au  
Love and respect.  Pauline Smith”  

 

 
 
Early morning sale at the Store, ATVs queuing 
up along the Main Road for the big bargains. 
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‘HEATHER” growing on the lawns at Taro 
Ground.  Not really heather, but a new bush-
grass that has spread the last couple of years, 
with a beautiful purplish shine which reminds 
one of the European heather. 
 

 



A TRIBUTE TO NELSON DALMAIN DYETT 
21 September 1913 – 12 April 2011 
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As Council members were assured that the wood would be sprayed and treated before it left Mangareva, it was voted to 
receive the gift after all, and a big bundle arrived in April and was unloaded onto the jetty.  It was de-barked on the jetty while 
a whole array of samples from the insect world was revealed – ants and larvae and a huge centipede, alive and well. The 
centipede was larger and more ferocious looking than any seen on the island before, seven centimeter long. The wood was 
sprayed again, but considered safe after the bark was removed and carried to the rubbish tip.  Let us hope none of these new 
arrivals survived and joined forces with the army of devastating insects already here.   
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     TIMOTHY YOUNG TULL 
       (big.tim.tull@gmail.com) 
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AN INCIDENT down St Pauls 
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Many thanks to Norfolk Online news for 
allowing us to print this article in Dem Tull 
 

 

�

LILY WARREN 
 
National Geographic gave 
Dem Tull permission to 
publish the photo of Lily 
taken by Luis Marden.  We 
omitted to include the 
photo with the article and it 
is such a grand photo we 
have decided to show it to 
you this month. 
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ALTERNATIVE HARBOUR :  EU funding for the proposed alternative harbor in Tedside has been put on hold, as the European 
leaders have found our 5 year strategic plan and the Division budgets to be with insufficient details and rationale, so it’s back to 
the drawing board. 
 
PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT:    No performance management had been taken place (contrary to policy) when 
Governor’s Rep Marion did  performance management training  for Council members and Division Managers in January to make 
it clear what was expected.    Still no performance management was actioned.   Council minutes March 23rd:  “Mayor said that 
performance management had been discussed with Governor Treadell saying this was a Council responsibility, and that if Council 
did not deal with it, she may have to act and was currently checking the Constitution to see what her powers were in regards to 
this.”  
 
CLAYMORE PRIVATE CARGO :   Council minutes January 24th mentions the items of private cargo sent to New Zealand on 
the Claymore, avoiding the postage or freight charges ($350 per cubic meter) on items sent through the Post Office or Shuttles.  It 
constitutes potential lost revenue for our struggling Post Office and the Administration.   Huge amounts of cargo are sent privately 
when the Claymore leaves here for Tauranga, New Zealand, and Council discussed the possibility of charging for these items.  It 
was asked that Claymore’s contract be checked to verify the legality of the private cargo carrying, but according to Council 
minutes no decision has been reached the last three months. 
 
WHAT IS WITH COUNCIL?   There was a council meeting which had on its agenda a number of law changes, primarily to do 
with elections and voting.  A number of amendments and changes were tabled and voted on.  Yes voted on and as Council is the 
last rung on the ladder before the Governors office the vote is final – at least one would have thought so.  However, after the 
council meeting a Questionnaire was circulated in the community asking their opinion on the final amendments.  The 
questionnaire listed the amendments and councils voting results (before the council minutes have been ratified?) and then went on 
to list a number of questions with a YES or NO tick provision. One could be excused if one had thought the Questionnaire 
originated from Council as the first few sentences says:   
 
Council is currently reviewing the Local Government Ordinance in regards to elections, election procedures and processes, 
eligibilities etc.   The following suggested amendments are what were discussed at Council 30th March.  It was felt that there 
should be direct input from the community before final amendments are passed to the Attorney General.   AND then following the 
listing of the questions the final few sentences stated:   If you would like further explanations of any of the above suggested 
amendments please feel free to contact any Council member.  Forms can be completed anonymously and placed in the drop box at 
the Island Secretary’s office. Could all forms please be in by April 15th to allow for results to be collated prior to the special 
sitting of Council April 20th 
 
So if the community vote differently to council will council discard the results of their voting and start again?  Would it be legal?  
Maybe they will need more laws or amendments to make it legal.   Shouldn’t they have gone to the community for their input first, 
before they had voted?  Seems like putting the cart before the horse unless the questionnaire was not authorised by council in the 
first place.  Petitions and questionnaires appear to becoming common place on Pitcairn. 
 
 
Harts et.  Ef yorley wunta tull, tulla Kari orn Pitcairn orn  
uptibi@hotmail.com or Julie orn 
julie@customcredit.co.nz.  Hooray. 
 

Back issues of Dem 
Tull can be found on: 
www.demtullpitcairn.co

LETTER TO THE EDITOR - No 2 
 
I am surprised to see the announcement of Pitcairn Day 3rd of July.  Why not the 2nd July, to commemorate Captain Carteret’s 
discovery of your island in 1767.  Quote from Carteret’s log:  “We continued our course westward till the evening of Thursday 
the 2nd of July, when we discovered land to the northward of us.  Upon approaching it the next day, it appeared like a great 
rock rising out of the sea, it was not more than five miles in circumference, and seemed to be uninhabited.  It was, however, 
covered with trees, and we saw a small stream of fresh water running down one side of it.  I would have landed upon it, but the 
surf, which at this season broke upon it with great violence, rendered it impossible.”  - M, Jennings, UK.  
 
(Ed -It might have been on the 3rd, if Carteret approached from the west, and not being aware of the date line, just like Captain 
Bligh on the Bounty)   


