
 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:  I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Let us hope the 
gloomy economic forecasts for 2009 pass us by.   Novembers edition was larger than usual (the computer bytes 
larger) due to more photos and the flyer advertising Wellingtons Bounty Bay celebrations.  A number of emails 
bounced back including those to the .pn addresses.  This happens from time to time when some of your inboxes are 
full.  If you do not receive the newsletter for that reason you can still find it on Mike Warrens website at 
www.onlinepitcairn.com.  I have another apology to make too.  I left Pauline Browns name of the list of residents 
returning on the Braveheart at the beginning of December – but check out her photo at Auckland Airport, it was there.  
This edition is about celebrations and fun. 
 

CRUISE SHIP – TAHITIAN PRINCESS 
 

It was touch and go if the cruise ship Tahitian Princess would stop as scheduled.  It was Christmas Day, 25 December 
2008 a time most Christians would celebrate Christmas and there would be celebrations on island and on board ship.  
It is not unusual for ucklun on Pitcairn to delay our celebrations especially when a cruise ship is due as cruise ships 
are a necessary source of earnings on Pitcairn and that is important to us.  
 
The Tahitian Princess circled the island several times with the Pitcairners onboard selling their curios and tshirts etc 
and making new friends.  Before midday we were all ashore again, with lighter baskets and heavier moneybelts and 
the passengers were ale to have their Christmas lunch as planned. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Two photos of the longboat leaving the harbour to take the Swedish tourists 
back to the Braveheart on 11 December.  All things nautical on this page. 
 

Hello Tahitian Princess – almost 
there 

 
    

 
 
 

The boats coming alongside the ship Amazing sight.  It is not often we can 
step from the boat onto a platform and 
directly into the ship.  Great weather 

Goodbye Tahitian Princess.  Sailing 
away just off St Pauls pool point. 
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The beautiful Frangipani Flower 
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SCHOOL CONCERT 
 

 
The school children had a mini-concert on Friday 5th December before their teacher 
left on the 6th for her holiday, and because of the changeover of crews for Bob's 
Valley plus DFID visitors, the school room was packed with spectators.  The 
children presented some of their work, read their own limericks ���� presented some 
wonderful songs.  Ralph's voice impressed especially.  The concert ended with 
Jeannie the teacher involving all the spectators in some teamwork activities, which 
resulted in some hilarious performances - one of the best concerts in many years.  
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TIMOTHY YOUNG TULL about MENARI’I also known as MEN ALEE 
�

 
Manari'i, or Menalee, as he is known on Pitcairn, was a Tahitian or probably from a nearby island.  He was apparently 
of noble blood, and may even have been a minor chief.  He was also known as a good fisherman.  Whether voluntarily 
or not, he joined the Bounty when it left Tahiti for the last time.  When they arrived on Pitcairn, one of the tasks he 
engaged in was fishing, and there were at least two particular places he preferred.  He was one of those who was 
continually harassed and mistreated by the Europeans.  One of the few who did not mistreat him was the Scotsman 
John Mills, whom he often worked for.  During the rebellion of Tararo, Manari'i, under threat of death from the 
Europeans if he did not do what they said, assisted in the murder of Ohoo, and also in the murder of Tararo.  In both 
cases, he used deceit to accomplish his goals.  However, his relationship with the Europeans was strained even more 
as a result.  Possibly due to his complying with them and his friendship with Mills, he was the last Polynesian man 
approached by the other Polynesians when the massacre of 1793 took place.  However, when he was approached, he 
joined in the massacre whole-heartedly.  The first victim to fall by his hand was Fletcher Christian, followed by Isaac 
Martin and William Brown.  Sadly, he also assisted in the murder of John Mills.  He also wounded Alexander Smith 
(John Adams), but spared him to use as a slave.  Manari'i was in love with Edward Young's wife Teraura, and following 
the initial massacre, saw her and a Polynesian, Temoa, playing the flute and singing together.  In a jealous rage he 
killed Temoa and attempted to kill Tetaheite, one of the other men.  Fleeing, he sought help from an unlikely source, 
two fugitives, William McCoy and Matthew Quintal, who had survived the massacre.  Although they were suspicious, 
they let him join them, and after an aborted attempt at taking back the island, the three fled to the Western harbour of 
the island.  It was here that Manari'i's luck ran out.  Young sent a message to the two Europeans to kill Manari'i in order 
for them to retake the island from the remaining Polynesians.  In an ironic twist, they tricked Manari'i in the same 
manner he helped kill Tararo and Ohoo, and they killed him.  Today, there is evidence of Manari'i's fishing prowess with 
at least two places along the Pitcairn coast which are still called Menalee today.  
 
 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IN CHURCH 

Christmas celebration began with the children's Christmas program in church 
on Sabbath 20th December.  Almost everybody attended, and all the children 
took part, ably assisted by Anne, Hope and Ariel, and of course all the 
Christmas hymns were sung with gusto by the assembled audience.  From 
the photo you will see that the majority attended – they usually do for the 
children.  Pitcairn is not alone with dwindling church attendance but for the 
sing songs and shared dinner on alternate Friday evenings the turnout 
appears to be pleasing.  In one of the first editions of Pitcairn News I praised 
Pastor Ray for being a Jack of all trades and master of them all.  He seems to 
have figured out a way to increase attendance at the church on some 
occasions.      



 
 

BITS AND PIECES 
 
 
 
Braveheart  left on the 6th December 2008 with departing passengers, returning on 11th with 13 ADVENTUROUS 
SWEDISH TOURISTS picked up in Mangareva.  They boarded with various families in Adamstown, and eagerly 
explored every inch of the island.  Their tour leader, doctor Anders Kallgaard, is an old friend of the islanders, ever 
since he visited in 1980 and in 1998, and also a linguistic expert on Pitkern, our language.   Their very first day here 
was a public dinner in the Hall with a slideshow of Anders' pictures from his previous visits. 
  
As Council had their monthly meeting during the Swedes' visit, Anders submitted a proposal on how to keep alive the 
Pitkern language. He suggested the following measures:  1)  Continued ‘cultural lessons’ at school.  2)  Ensuring the 
official name Pitkern is always used when referring to the language in official publications.  3)  Making use of the 
existing Pitkern word list e.g. copying reference copies for the island as well as copies for sale.  4)  Discussing a 
spelling convention.  5)  Producing a Pitkern stamp set.  The Commissioner conveyed that Anders dictionary will be 
reprinted for sale with Anders writing the foreword.  Let us hope council adopts his other proposals for continued 
education because it would be a shame for the language to die out.  The visiting Swedes left again on the Braveheart 
on the 16th accompanied by one local medical evacuation to hospital in Tahiti. 
 
On the 22nd December a PUBLIC DINNER at the Square and with CAROL SINGING following.   
 
 

 
 
 

  

CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATED ON THE 26 TH.  Though some of us 
had our private family Christmas celebration on the usual day, the 
public celebration at the Square with Santa, the trees and the usual 
community exchange of presents was on the 26th because of cruise 
ship Tahitian Princess arriving on the 25th.  As an isolated community 
totally independent of the calendar and Christmas commercialism and 
closing hours in the world outside, we can make decisions like that, - 
very unique in the world.  Because of the Pitcairn happenings in the 
last few years some of the younger kids had never met Santa before, 
and were quite starry-eyed and in awe of the big guy with the white 
beard.  As in recent past years, not all attended the celebrations in the 
public square preferring to celebrate at home with family.     
 
 
 

 

Adrianna was a little shy of the man in the red suit but still wanted the present he was holding out to her.  Big brother 
Brad almost gave the game away to his younger siblings when he shouted, “I know who he is”.  Pssst Adrianna - it 
was only one of those nice Corrections officers pretending to be Santa. 
  
Ucklun in New Zealand thought we had it good when on the 25th some of us celebrated breakfast at one home, lunch 
at another and dinner somewhere else.  We had an English lunch with Bens dads family (his paternal grandparents 
emigrated to NZ from Britain) and a Pitcairn dinner with Pony, Suzanne, Darren, Pussy, Nancy and Meralda.  But it 
looks like on Pitcairn the public dinners started on the 22nd and didn’t stop until New Years day.   
  
Since before Christmas the "FEVER"  has ravaged the islanders, young and old.  Some say it came with the 
Braveheart, others that Tahitian Princess brought it.  The doctor has been extremely busy dispensing medication to 
patients with aching limbs, head colds, sore throats, chest coughs, diarrhea and runny noses.  Hopefully it will have 
run its course through Adamstown before the next cruise ship, the Europa, arrives on January 15th.  Being isolated 
from the outside world we are usually lucky to avoid ‘fevers’ until a ship or visitors arrive.  I have lived away from 
Pitcairn since the end of 1973 and each time I returned for a visit, approximately six times, the first thing someone 
usually asked is “you gwen kill us with yous fever?”   (Are you going to give us your fever?).  Even if you arrived ‘fever 
free’ and someone caught it from visiting the ship you still get the blame (good naturedly of course). 
 
 



 
 
 
NEW YEAR'S EVE was celebrated with several private parties, and on New Year's Day  was a public outing with 
games in Aute Valley followed by a public dinner in the Hall.  With our very small population it is impossible to make up 
sports teams from like ability and strength.  Sometimes its girls against the boys and sometimes it all for yourself.  In 
the Sack race you will see little girl Torika is taking on the big boys.  Go Torika. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Our former Commissioner and school teacher LEON SALT and wife BRENDDA 
became first time grandparents at 12.07 a.m on January 1st 2009.  Their oldest 
daughter Rachel and partner Jeff had been patiently waiting since 23 December 
for BABY MAX  to arrive.  But he timed it just right.  Being the first baby to be born 
in 2009 in the whole of New Zealand turned mummy, daddy and baby Max Honey 
into celebrities with the announcement in most New Zealand news media and 
some overseas.  He weighed a healthy 8lb 14oz.  Congratulations Rachel and 
Jeff. 
 
 

 
Along with the anticipation and happiness of Max arrival was also sadness for the Salt family.  Jaye, the long term 
(eight years) partner of another daughter Cushla tragically passed away at the age of 32 on 8 January 2009 following 
an accident on 27 December 2008.  The family was going between two hospitals in different cities to visit Rachel, Jeff 
and baby Max and the other to be with Cushla and Jaye and we can only guess at their feelings of elation on the one 
hand and anguish on the other.  Jaye was described as “Joyful – Awesome – Youthful – Energetic”.  A very sad 
tragedy.  We are so sorry Cushla.   
 
 
BUSINESS REGISTRATION.  With all the new businesses being set up on Pitcairn and despite there being a 
Business Registration Ordinance there is no existing register of businesses on Pitcairn even though the ordinance 
provides for it.  This is being taken care of and currently an agenda item of council. 
 
 
NEW COIN DESIGN – NZ MINT.  For those collectors of Pitcairn coins, council has approved proposed designs for a 
2009 coin series of 5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, $1 & $2.   
 
 
BOBS VALLEY still has a resident.  No news yet on the result of the application for Home Detention.  The people who 
are supposed to hear his application went on holiday.  Hopefully they will come back from holiday and consider the 
application sometime in January.   
 
 
 



 

THE BACK PAGE  
 
Following the Back Page article on Child Protection in Octobers edition I received a few emails commenting on the 
article from some sulluns, and from some ‘outsiders’ who have lived on Pitcairn with their children.   
 
I’m sure you all know by now that my personal opinion is that Britain has gone too far with this Child Protection thing.  I 
believe the current rules goes beyond the pale and ‘Nanny State’ doesn’t even go near enough in describing how I feel 
about the current happenings on Pitcairn on this subject.  Britain ignored us for more than 200 years – despite our 
pleas for help - and has now come in and tightened the screws so tight you could hardly breathe.  The Social Welfare 
policy committee has sent “The Policy and Procedures for Safe Guarding Children on Pitcairn” to the Governor, copied 
to PIO and Anna Miles of DFID, according to the 9 December 2008 Council Minutes.  When it becomes official I will 
tull you what it says.  It is certainly a good thing we will have a formal policy on this subject but fingers crossed the final 
policy and procedures will not end up having the effect of mentally screwing up the lives of normal children living in a 
normal society because despite what the hand picked journalists and tabloid press and bloggers say, I believe the 
children are safer living on Pitcairn than they are living in Britain and New Zealand.  I totally agree with the 60 Minutes 
interview with Jacqui and Raelene Christian, the two oldest daughters of Tom and Betty Christian when in 1990 they 
“said Pitcairn is safe and free and the only thing their parents had to worry about was them falling of cliffs and Jacqui 
went on to tell Kathy Marks in 2002 that a culture of abuse on Pitcairn is nonsense”.   
 
I grew up playing with lots of ‘outsiders’ children.  The school teachers and Pastors families lived on Pitcairn for 
minimum periods of two years each.  Some came back for seconds.  There were many girls amongst those children I 
played with, many in my age group.  If those girls were abused on Pitcairn, where were they during the trials?  The 
British and New Zealand police investigators hunted them too - all over the world, just like they did to me.   
 
I quote from one of the emails I received -   
 
“I can't believe that the British are choosing an Education Officer without dependant children.  What say did the 
Pitcairners have in this decision? Is this policy in line with the idea of giving Pitcairn more autonomy as suggested in 
various UN documents about Dependant Territories?  I think the policy of previous administrations was to encourage 
E.O.s with families to apply for some of the reasons set out below.  There a great advantages in having an E.O. with 
family, both for the children on Pitcairn and for the E.O.'s children: 
 
The E.O.'s children bring to Pitcairn a taste of the outside world:  the latest fads and fashions, model work ethics in 
school, provide numbers so that sport, folk dancing, part singing, plays etc. are possible in the school programme.  
They also provide a stage for socialisation with Pitcairn families when they are involved with out of school activities.  
e.g. birthday parties, sleep overs, etc. 
 
The E.O.'s children also gain by being part of another culture, having a healthy outdoor life (swimming, climbing, 
fishing, kite flying, etc.)  My own children spent four years of their childhood on Pitcairn and returned to New Zealand 
as strong, healthy, tolerant and independant individuals. All have developed successful lives and I believe this is in no 
small part because of the independence and strength life on Pitcairn gave them. 
 
No doubt the British administration will cite safety concern for the children of E.O.s.  In my four years on Pitcairn there 
were never any concerns about my children's safety or suggestion that they might be approached sexually.  I believe 
other E.O.s have the same experience. 
 
I hope that the Pitcairn Island Administration review the present policy of not allowing E.O.s with family to take up the 
position on Pitcairn.  The policy is unfair to the children on Pitcairn” 
 
So true.  The current children don’t get the benefits we had mixing with children from outside of our culture.  Some 
officials (school teachers and pastors) families arrive on the island as ‘outsiders’ and leave at the end of their two year 
term as ‘outsiders’.  But quite a few leave as “friends” who keep in touch.  Timothy Youngs wife Sarah first came to 
Pitcairn as an 11 year old girl one of the children who lived at the Mission house, not once but twice.  Then there were 
the “outsiders” boys.  There were a few of them too.  Not all of them were angels either.  Then there are those 
scientists and RAF men who loved our teenage girls.  I can remember two such cases in the period covered by the 
investigation where two teenage girls married ‘outsider’ husbands who were 10 to 14 years older than they were. I was 
a bridesmaid at one of them.  The marriages didn’t last.  The girls were madly in love and good on them but if the men 
had been Pitcairn men, the hand picked journalist would have had a field day reporting on this.   
 
The Commissioner hopes to increase Pitcairns population by 120 in the not too distant future.  Current policy is 
children are not allowed to go to Pitcairn without the approval of Britain – not the Governor, but Britain.  Who then will 
make up the 120?  We need young people to come home not just the old age pensioners.   But with Pitcairn law 
categorically stating complainants do not have to prove their complaint coupled with the Victims Compensation 
payment scheme, what young man would dare go back to settle?    
 
 
 
 



 
UPDATE ON THE VARIOUS PROJECTS IN THE PIPELINE 

 
 
NAME OF PROJECT 

 
CURRENT POSITION 

 
Breakwater at Bounty Bay   
 

 
I think this much heralded and announced to the world project is dead in the water 
but the last time I said so I was growled at so until I have read an official report that 
says it is dead in the water I will continue to list the Breakwater as a project “on the 
go”. 

 
Alternative Harbour on the 
Western side 

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December.  “The Commissioner conveyed that DFID 
and FCO are in support of the project and have requested that a feasibility study 
be undertaken.  The Commissioner will work with the community to develop the 
study, using local skills and expertise.  He envisages that the project will get 
underway early in 2009.  He noted that the project was not driven by a need for 
quick returns but rather in establishing long term benefits to the island.  There is a 
possibility that the funding will be shared between DFID and the EU.  The total 
package will include the building of a road between Adamstown and Tedside and 
also around the bay at Tedside.”  WOW.  Fantastic.   

 
Windmills for alternative 
power 

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December.  “DFID has requested that (the company 
advising on this project) respond to the series of questions submitted by the Island 
and DFID.  As yet no response has been forthcoming and it was noted that this is 
less than satisfactory.”   

 
New Store 

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December.  DFID are still willing to fund a new store 
if required”. 

 
Concreting remainder of Main 
Road to Pulau 

 
Nothing new to report 

 
Shipping 

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December.  “A contract to provide 8 shipments to 
Pitcairn, 4 of which will be supplies out of NZ, has been granted to Nigel 
Jolly……….Nigel is sourcing the boat now and the contract will be operational in 
June 2009.” 

 
New Bounty Bay 
improvement project 

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December.  “DFID has approved the proposal and is 
subject to a desk based environmental impact assessment.  It is anticipated that 
their report will be available by the public meeting of Dec 28th 2008”    
 
Sorry I am unaware of what was discussed on this matter at the public meeting 
and it is 2.00 am NZ time and Pitcairn is also asleep and I want to publish this 
tomorrow but will report next month.  However when commenting excitedly on all 
the projects approved by DFID some pessimist commented “they are all 
conditional upon environmental impact assessment reports”.  Soooooo – fingers 
crossed.   

 
Other  

 
From the Council Minutes 15 December. 
 

1.  Quote to cover the Public Square is $20,000.  The CIC anticipates the 
project starting in the near future. 

2. The 10 ton crane is being sourced by PIO 

3. A ‘people carrier’ to transport tourists is being considered 

4. The question as to the future of the Hall was raised given its disrepair.  
The building was supposed to have been refurbished in 2006 and this had 
not happened.  It was suggested that the proposed funding of a new store 
could be redirected to build a new hall which the whole community would 
benefit from.  The Commissioner responded that this may well be possible. 

 
 
HARTS ET.  EF ANY YORLEY WUNTA TULL TULLA ME ORN julie@customcredit.co.nz  
HOORAY 
 


