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 Election Day was 11th December, with 44 eligible voters, though some voted by 
proxy or by themselves at overseas locations, being absent from Pitcairn.  First 
round of voting for Deputy Mayor  ended with a tie between Jay and Simon, 
both 12 votes.  Brenda 8, Dave 6, Jacqui 4, Pawl 2. Next round of vote  another 
tie.  The third round ended with victory for Simon, the first non-Pitcairn born to 
be elected to that position, 21 against Jay’s 19. The election of four Council 
members resulted in  Brenda 22 votes, Jay 20,  Dave and Lea  19 each, Turi 18, 
Carol 16, Pawl 13, Jacqui 11. The Governor has also appointed Pawl Warren to 
Council. The new Council  will take up office for two years from January 2010. 
The voting took place in the “booths” in the Secretary’s office. 
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Adamstown from Garnets Ridge 

SUPPLY SHIP DAY 
“Claymore2” was unloaded in half a day on 30th November.  She anchored off Bounty Bay in reasonable 
weather and everything went smoothly.  The two longboats carried the cargo ashore from the ship, the 
Landing crew helped unload, and put it on the two tractors running everything up to town, - to the 
Warehouse, the Store or to the Edge where containers were emptied and private boxes sorted out. 
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Well, it is Christmas, the time of year I make myself more scarce than usual.  I thought of writing 
something appropriate for this month’s article, and decided that since there is a deluge of incentives to go 
to the stores and buy this and that for Christmas, I might as well write on the Pitcairn’s store. 

Back in 1967, the people of Pitcairn decided to put up a permanent store (which is still at the same location 
used today). There had been a store set up in the school building at Pulau, but there was a need for a 
separate location.   However, to get land they had to purchase it, and Violet McCoy decided to sell her land 
to the Pitcairn Co-Operative Store for their use. The price?  One shilling!  Of interest is the fact that both 
the paper on which Violet (Vi) signed over the store and the shilling still exist in the current Pitcairn Island 
Museum.  

The Store was set up as a co-operative, with everyone shareholders, and until quite recently all purchases 
were recorded in the individual buyer’s book, with all payments and debts recorded by hand by the store 
staff.  Today we have POS system, everything is recorded on the computer.    The Pitcairn store is open 
three morning a week, and is situated by the main road in the middle of Adamstown. 
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big.tim.tull@gmail.com 

      Vi’s shilling and her ‘gift of land’. 

THE “BREMEN” 
German cruise ship “Bremen” visited on the 6th of December.  Passengers and crew came ashore in the 
longboats, from the anchorage outside Matt’s Rocks, and looked around Adamstown, especially The 
Square where the locals had set up their tables with souvenirs for sale.  Our next cruise ship “Pacific 
Princess” is due on the 24th December. 
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        The General Store 
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GOTTS, GOTTS AND MORE GOTTS… 

                                                      
Goats have become a problem again, and they are multiplying and spreading, up from the  
distant valleys which they formerly habitated, and foraging for food in gardens and near 
Adamstown.  Down Tedside they have decimated young banana plants, even taken a liking  
to the wild tobacco plants.  Culling has not been taken care of for years, and five of the men  
are not allowed to use firearms, so Simon, the Conservation Officer, has hunted down and  
shot as many as 17 goats in two days. 

   

    
 
Jeannie and the school children arranged an end of the year concert combined with an exhibition of their 
art work, and the school room at Pulau was full of appreciative spectators.     
 

 

 

The six school children and the one preschool pupil 
put on a great show – wonderful singing – and the 
audience duly inspected and admired their art work 
before the shared lunch on the school veranda.   
Jeannie, our teacher of two years, is leaving for New 
Zealand, and the new teacher is arriving in February.   
 

LATEST PICS FROM THE MCNABNEY FAMILY IN NZ 

                                           
Tania sent some pictures of her children, who are obviously thriving. The whole family is eagerly 
looking forward to the fourth addition to the McNabney family, expected in early January. 
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                               PUBLIC WORK    
Public work took place on a Sunday in November and all tractors, diggers, dozers and people went out in 
the roads in Tedside, McCoy’s, Aute Valley, Flatland etc.  Not much for us to do with our rakes, hoes and 
machetes, as the big machines are doing the work these days. 

                                       

PITCAIRN CONSTITUTION 
The Pitcairn Constitution committee and Council members had a videolink consultation with Wellington 
(Governor Fergusson, deputy Governor Silva and Legal Adviser Rishworth) and legal representatives in 
London.  Several issues were discussed and lots of information exchanged, but frequent breakdowns of 
the videolink necessitated all parties agreed to chairman Simon’s suggestion to continue consultation by 
email instead.    A revised constitution has been worked out by London/Wellington, based on changes 
suggested by the local committee and other contributors.  The committee is currently going through all 
the issues.  It is expected that the final draft will be approved by Council within the end of the year, and 
then it is up to Wellington and London to put their stamps on it 

 
Dear Kari & Julie – thanks for the latest Dem Tull – I have been a subscriber for the past 12months and always look forward to 
catching up with news about Pitcairn from an independent perspective.   This time, however, your article about the library 
books being ‘disposed of at the dump’ gave me pause for thought. I and a number of other friends of the island have in the past 
donated books both, old and  new, treasured and rare to the public library and we can’t help but wonder whether our  gifts have 
been dumped along with the rest.   Were the books damaged? Why were they sent to the dump? We are, to say the least, both 
disappointed and curious as to why such a step would be taken and will likely think twice before donating books again in the 
future. 
Sandra New Zealand 
 
Dear Kari, 
I’m an avid reader of both the Miscellany and Dem Tull. Congratulations Kari on an excellent attempt holding the fort for 
Julie. I was absolutely disgusted to read Pitcairn’s library books were disposed of at the dump. What ‘normal’ society in the 
world would allow their books to be destroyed… oh I forgot, the Nazis did similar in the 30’s. Were the idiot/s responsible 
held accountable? Division Managers office desks, what a joke! 
Quote “Where they have burned books, they will in the end burn people”- Heinrich Heine,  Almansor (1821) 
Deitrich - Germany 
 
Kari - In regards to your alternative landing project at Tedside. Reading the extracts it appears on one hand you have the UK 
(DFID) and, on the other, island government (Council). Somewhere in between information appears not to be getting through, 
or is it delayed, filtered, or misconstrued? Where’s does your commissioner Leslie Jaques sit in all of this? 
I pray for all Pitcairners’ developments. In particular, Tedside will make the difference. 15 million dollars is a lot of money. 
Spend wisely. Reading through past Dem Tull issues it appears the UK are well on the road to satisfying obligations in terms 
of constitution (new), island governance (restructured), infrastructure (Tedside and concrete roads), power (windmills), 
shipping (Claymore) etc. Once complete I suspect the money flow will cease. It’ll be up to you then Pitcairn! 
Regards 
Richards USA 
 

Letters to the Editor 
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Nature went through some fascinating transformation and stages during November, our springtime. The 
banyan trees, which had shed their leaves during winter, sprouted new and very light green leaves. The 
pictures are taken from Gleny’s big tree and from Big Tree to Malai.  The banyan trees are tall trees, very 
majestic, and no wonder the  Polynesians who lived here in prehistoric times set up their holy places 
(marais or malais) under  or near the banyan trees.  

                                    
 
 
 
 
 

                                           
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
          
                                                                                                        
           
       
                 
 
 
   
     
        
 
                                           
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is left of the big lawn at Taro Ground was covered 
in glorious yellow flowers, seen here with the old disused 
weather observation tower.   
 

At Blubber’s an old tree is leaning over the main road, showing for a very short 
time an abundance of gorgeous red flowers.   When I asked around for the name of 
this tree, Mavis reckoned it was “flame tree”, which is a very fitting name.  There 
is another one by the main road between Len’s and Reynold’s houses. 
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The roseapple trees have been in full bloom for a while, and their fruits are now falling on the ground.  
Pitcairners out in the world will remember the distinct smell of roseapple in season, they are covering the 
ground under the trees, and even the roads are full of fruit.  Here we use the fruit in roseapple sponge and 
other baked products, and some also produce roseapple wine. 
 

                                
 
The lata trees have been in flowers, very much similar to the monkeypuzzle flowers.  The gnarled old lata 
tree was found up Har Beans, it looks a hundred years old.  Down in Water Valley where the new road has 
been pushed, there is a forest of lata trees with roots growing on top of the ground, winding their way like 
snakes, and making one think of Treebeard and the Ents, the moving trees in Lord of The Rings.   Truly a 
magical  place. 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pitcairn government website 
states there are no vacant job 

positions on the island. However, 
there have been 3 positions vacant 
since September, though they have 
not been advertised.   There is 3.12 

% unemployment. 
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                       MERALDA TULL…                               APRA SILVER SCROLL AWARDS 2009  
A great event took place in my life here in New Zealand this month when I was invited by Arthur Baysting to 
attend the APRA Silver Scroll awards held in Christchurch. APRA is the association of songwriters in New 
Zealand, Australia and the Pacific and this was the first time their annual celebration was held in the South 
Island.  
On the plane with us were APRA executives Ant Healey and Petrina George with other songwriters and 
APRA personnel from New Zealand and Australia.  
 Walking through the park the second day in Christchurch I saw a familiar figure; none other than the Pitcairn 
Governor George Fergusson. George was in Christchurch with Trade Commissioner John Waugh to talk to the 
Canterbury Chamber of Commerce. I was able to chat to him for about half an hour and catch up on Pitcairn 
affairs. 
 The event took place in the Christchurch Town Hall, and I met celebrities like Richard Nunns, Jan 
Melbourne, Moana Maniapoto and Lynda Topp.  What a night! After a spectacular welcome from Te Ropu 
Kotahitanga and Christchurch Mayor Bob Parker, Oscar led us all into a night filled with laughter, jokes, 
talent, tears and overwhelming admiration of the pioneers, the performers, songwriters. Appearing onstage 
were giants like Scribe, Dave Dobbyn, Bic Runga, Ray Columbus, as well as choirs and contemporary 
classical performers.  
 The finale was incredible with the drums beating to sparkling fire shooting into the air. A grinder on metal 
added to the musical instruments way above the stage. Congratulations to the winner James Milne (Lawrence 
Arabia) and Luke Buda 
 Arthur in his speech spoke about the members, some from Australia and as places as remote as Pitcairn 
Island.  As I stood to my feet I was touched and encouraged by the many who applauded.  
Thank you Arthur and thank you APRA.  
  
Another Scroll awards over and the after party to begin. Woowee…The artist put their name down on a white 
board and performed in turn.  The order changed around as the night wore on and the celebrations continued 
on to the wee hours. 
Arthur and I got up and sang our song “Here comes Mama with a Niau Broom” followed by Olly olly kik kik. 
 Among the hip hop and electric guitars, singing in the Pitcairn language was an experience, but the audience 
was enthusiastic. 
  
The hotel was looking more inviting as we headed in a taxi there. If we were home on PI, the roosters would 
be fluffing up dems feathers getting ready to crow.  The days that follow as I recover from my experience, I 
ponder to think. What a privilege and honor for me to have wonderful friends and family who believe in me. 
They make a great difference in my life. Sank yorley. 
 

                        �
  

 
For those of you interested in purchasing Meralda’s latest CD or her DVD about the  
Ahu Sistas and the making of Tapa on Pitcairn please contact Meralda directly at  
                                                meraldaonpitcairn.com. 

Meralda and Arthur Baysting Meralda and Lynda Topp 
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Harts et, ef anybody wunt a tull, tulla me orn uptibi@hotmail.com 
Hooray! 


