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The center of Adamstown with Main Road, from left Dennis’ house 
down Uno’s, Health Center, Terry’s, The Square, Up Nunks. the 
museum and The Store in the back. 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Tania, James and their 

four kids in New 

Zealand are thriving 

and making the most 

of the summer, 

playing on the beach 

and enjoying the 

holidays.    Baby  

Cody is getting a lot 

of attention from 

Kaylen, here showing 

him where to find his 

nose. 
 

Some of you may wonder what I’m up 
to.  I have had an operation and I’m 
well.  In 1966 the doctor on cruise ship 
Bergensford, while visiting Pitcairn, 
removed a ‘growth’ from the bottom of 
my foot and in 1995 I had an operation 
to remove a cyst from near my 
ovaries.  In November 2009 I was 
back in hospital for a similar operation.  
Because of my medical history the 
specialist decided to put me on a 
course of chemotherapy treatment 
which thought initially scared the living 
daylights out of me when confronted 
with the possible horrific side effects.  
But fortunately the chemotherapy 
regime I am on means I wont be going 
bald and so far, after two cycles, the 
side effects have been minimal, 
except for my hair colour.  I am back 
to natural.  My treatment won’t finish 
until June.  My 19 year old son Ben 
has been absolutely brilliant.  He does 
the housework including vacuuming, 
washing, dishes, etc and has learnt 
how to cook some of his favorite 
dishes.  Thanks to Bens help around 
the house I am able to go back to work 
full-time.  My illness scared him too 
but I am so lucky to have the best kid 
ever.     
 
I want to thank everyone for their best 
wishes and help especially to Kari and 
others who have taken over publishing 
Dem Tull.  I’ve never considered Dem 
Tull as mine, but ours because I was 
given news by many and besides Kari, 
unfairly, copped the blame for some of 
my controversial ‘Back Page’ articles.  
I am pleased she is able to continue to 
provide you with Pitcairn news and 
photos for you to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

          

SUPPLY SHIP DAY 
 
Our supply ship Claymore II arrived 23 February, the weather 
was good, so everything came ashore in good condition.  The 

containers are carried up to The Edge where a crew empties 
them. Everyone picks up their private boxes sent from New 
Zealand.  Some containers are food supplies, which are carried 
directly to The Store, where another crew unpack, sort and shelf 
the items.   

 

 

 

 

 

Julie in New Zealand tull… 



DESCENDANTS OF HANNAH YOUNG & 
 HOLLYWOOD ROYALITY… 

 

                                  
 

Do you know that all of you descending from Hannah nee Adams 
(mutineer Adams' daughter) and George Young (mutineer Young's son) 

can claim kinship with Errol Flynn, famous movie star in the swashbuckling 

genre in the 1930s and 40s?  Errol was also the very first to portray 
Fletcher Christian on the screen, in 1933, two years before Hollywood 

produced their first version.  And we know who portrayed Christian in that 
version, don't we, Mavis?   Mavis up Nunks and the editor are the (only) 

proud members of Pitcairn's Clark Gable Fan Club, acknowledging his 
birthday every 1st of February. 

Hannah's son Simon returned to Pitcairn in 1863, after the Norfolk exodus, 

and fathered thirteen children in all.  The other son Frederick stayed on 
Norfolk and fathered eleven children, one of whom, Frederick Richmond 

Young, had a daughter, Lily Mary, who married Theodor Flynn of 
Tasmania, Australia, and produced Errol in 1909.  So get out your swords 

and tight pants, guys, it is not too late yet!!! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY RALPH 

 

Ralph celebrated his 13th 
birthday with a public party 
at his parents' house, lots 
of people and the table 
loaded with food.  
  

 
 

Jayden and Kimiora 
entertaining Janelle with 
transformer toys. 
 

 
 
 

Torika, Emily and Cushana,  
with Ryan trying out the 
trolley during the dinner 
party. 
 

 

Farewell to Doctor Al and wife Alison  
 
Al and Alison ( pictured below) have completed another 6 month 
rotation on the island and will leave on the Claymore II, returning to 
NZ. This has been their 4

th
 term of service here and they have taken 

an active role community life. They will be greatly missed.  
 

                     
 
Both the Family and Community advisor, Lynn McNair, and the 
Commission, Leslie Jacques, have also completed their contracts 
here and will be leaving the island on the Claymore II. 
 

    
 

 

Farewell and good luck to 
Darralyn who left the island 
this month to continue her 
nursing studies in Auckland.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 STORMY SEAS 
 

The German cruise ship Columbus 
arrived in stormy weather, and after 
deliberating while watching the huge 
surf down The Landing, it was decided 
it was too risky to take our trading 
onboard.  A skeleton crew went out to 
pick up food supplies that the ship had 
brought. She stopped on the south side 
off Ginza Valley. Women and children 
anxiously watched the proceedings 
from The Edge. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PITCAIRN’S NEW CONSTITUTION  
(quotes from ukinnewzealand.fco.gov.uk) 

 

 

A modern constitution for Pitcairn has been welcomed by Mike 
Warren, Mayor of Pitcairn.  He said: 
"I am pleased Pitcairn now has a modern Constitution. It reflects the 
new partnership commitment between Pitcairn and the UK, and it 
brings for the first time into its Constitution Fundamental Rights for 
the people of Pitcairn. I have petitioned strongly to bring 
fundamental human rights to Pitcairn and now my dreams have 
come true. óWell done!ô to everyone concerned.ò 

 
From Chris Bryant, Foreign Office Minister: 
ñFor the first time, the new Constitution includes a Fundamental 
Rights chapter.  It also establishes the role of the Island Council in 
the Constitution and obliges the Governor, in normal circumstances, 
to consult with the Island Council before making laws.  It clarifies the 
independent role of the Pitcairn courts and judicial officers, 
guarantees the independence of the public service, institutes an 
obligation for independent audit, and makes provision for an 
Ombudsman.  In other words, it represents the kind of modern 
partnership that we aim for with all of our Overseas Territories.ò 

 
The Pitcairn Constitution Order 2010 was made on 10 February by 
Her Majesty in the Privy Council.  It is expected to come into force in 
March. 

 
The 1999 White Paper on the Overseas Territories (OTs) committed 
the UK to review constitutional frameworks for the Territories to 
ensure consistency with the principles that underlie the modern 
partnerships between Britain and the OTs.  A public consultation 
was launched on Pitcairn in September 2009 and there then 
followed a series of discussions between individual Islanders, a 
Steering Committee set up on the Island specifically for the purpose, 
the Island Council, the Governorôs office and officials in London. 
 After a great deal of debate, a final text was agreed which had the 
support of the Island Council in a special meeting early in February 
2010. 

 
The new Constitution replaces a 1970 Order which no longer serves 
the needs of those living on Pitcairn.  For example, it had no 
Fundamental Rights chapter.  A Fundamental Rights chapter will 
mean that individuals wanting to make a complaint that there has 
been a violation of their human rights will now be able to do so in the 
local courts.  The new Constitution also has provisions that you 
would expect in a modern Overseas Territories Constitution on the 
role of the Governor, the Executive, the Legislature, the 
administration of justice, the public service and audit. 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

     
   Janelle & Len trading 

   aboard the Princess Danae 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

During February we 

had visits from four 

cruise ships; the Saga 

Ruby (6
th

) with 

passengers for Pitcairn 

ï among them, the new 

teacher and husband 

and Janelle, Lenôs 

granddaughter from 

Australia, who grew up 

here and is back for a 

holiday. 

 

Welcome back, Janelle! 

 

 

Former Governor, 

Robert Alston and wife 

were also onboard the 

Saga Ruby and 

lunched with the 

Pitcairners. His time 

as Governor was 

1994-98 and he is still 

well remembered. 

 

Our last ships for the 

season; The Columbus 

(1st), the Amadea 

(18th) and the Princess 

Danae (21ST) 

 

The Princess Danae 

anchored off 

Adamstown over night 

and entertained us 

with music and lights.  

 

She looked like a 

fairytale ship all 

lighted up. 

 

Tsunami   
 
1 am on the 27th Steve was alerted by his son Trent on Norfolk 

Island about the tsunami warning following the earthquake in Chile.  
The men went straight down to The Landing to secure the longboats 
and the boatsheds, and then retreated up the road to White Rocks 
and to The Edge to wait for the tsunami, and take pictures of the 
event. 
Around 8am all the water was sucked out of the harbor, even the 
slipway, where we launch the boats was above the water line, and 
then surged on to the jetty and up around the boatsheds and this 
was repeated a number of times.  Nothing really dramatic, but for us 
here it was an event.  We have never seen the harbor dry, neither 
the bay at Rope, where the same thing happened. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          Thanks to Mike and Brian for the pictures 

CRUISE SHIP SEASON DRAWS TO AN END 



 

 

 
big.tim.tull@gmail.com. 

 

 Well, there have been questions about my writing.  It is asked if I am drunk or insane when I write, and I admit it is probably the 

latter.  By the way, please forgive my change of headline, but I couldnôt resist (as you will see below).  Anyway, I decided to do 

more on the subject of place names on Pitcairn, and so once again, here goes. 

 My first topic is a combination of a biography and a place name.  Noah Bunker was from North America, and in 1828 he landed 

on Pitcairn Island in his boat with George Hunn Nobbs.  Both men intended to stay on Pitcairn, but the inhabitants were reluctant.  

Bunker, who was ill, was allowed to stay ashore, and eventually the men were allowed to stay and the boat broken up.  Bunker, it 

has been said, desired the hand of Peggy Christian, but she refused.  Whether it was this refusal or something else entirely, Bunker 

decided to commit suicide.  Now this was not the first attempt at suicide on Pitcairn.  William McCoy had succeeded by jumping 

off a cliff, and so Bunker decided to follow suit.  Since he was bedridden already, this was made more complicated for him, and so 

while the family that was taking care of him were having family worship one night, Bunker went out the window and to the cliffs 

below modern Adamstown.  He tried to fall down the cliff headfirst in order to hit a projecting rock, but instead he missed it and 

hit several outcroppings instead (not with his head), and eventually ended up at the bottom, breaking several bones, but still alive.  

The following day two men found him and prevented him from crawling to the sea to finish himself.  He was once more confined 

to bed with a watch put on him, and at one point tried to get someone to bring him a knife (for obvious reasons).  In the end, he 

ended his life by overdosing on laudanum from his chest.  A sad ending to one of the communityôs first ñoutsiders,ò but his name 

is remembered by the place where he jumped from, now known as ñBunker.ò  Interestingly, a visitor who obviously had no clue as 

to what Pitcairn history was, tried to convince me that there was most probably a bunker there built in World War II to ward off 

the Japanese and the Germans.  Oh well...... 

On the same topic of misnaming, and continuing to my second place name, someone once told me there was a place on Pitcairn 

called ñPopeyeôs stool.ò  It was said this was named after everyoneôs favourite one-eyed, spinach-chugging sailor.  Now I will go 

out on a limb here and say that I am a serious fan of Popeye cartoons, and have DVDôs of the cartoons and the somewhat strange 

movie (one of my all-time favourites) in my collection.  BUT it is not the origin of this name.  As a matter of fact, it is not even 

spelled that way.  Now, for something slightly more credible.  Popoi (I am going by the spelling I have in a book from the early 

1800ôs) is, according to some old accounts I have, a pudding made from ingredients such as plantains, bananas etc.  One of the 

first things done was to pound the ingredients for this pudding on a flat stone.  This was called a ñPopoi Stool.ò  A certain rock 

formation on Pitcairn was shaped like one, and hence was called ñPopoi Stool.ò  Simple as Pie Popoi.  Sad to say, Pitcairn has no 

other name which could be confused with the spinach man.  No Blutoôs Bluff, SweeôPeaôs Stream, or Wimpyôs Whalley, and the 

only Olive Pitcairn has does not have the name Oyl. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORé 

 
Jos (who visited here in 2007) in Netherlands on Mitch's letter last month: 

"In your January edition I read a comment about the prices we have to pay to use 
Nigel Jolly's ship from Mangareva to Pitcairn.  I agree with the article.  What a 
price!!!!  Not good for tourism!!!!.......  My family of four can travel from Amsterdam to 
Mangareva for 2800 euros.  The travel expense from there to Pitcairn is US$16.000. 
For these prices we can stay for a couple of weeks in luxury resort in the Pacific..... 
...I have two kids, but we did not get visa for the kids.  I told them it will be good for 
the kids on Pitcairn to see other children.  No visa!!"   

 

Popoi Stool 

mailto:big.tim.tull@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

International ly renowned  Pate de verre glass artist, Lee 

Brogan, talks about her òShipwrecksó series and interest  

in the wreck of the Bounty . 

  

     
 

Thrust from the sand on a coral atoll or rocky headland, or diving down to the living reef of a skeleton wreck, to encounter a 

shipwreck is a poignant moment when time stands still and the past touches the present (or does the present touch the future?)... 

 

Shipwrecks seem to embody the nature of human endeavour, to strive for dominion over the elements (not always successfully) 

and have an interesting parallel with the bodies of those that travelled within them (ribs, backbone etc). 

 

I have been developing the shipwreck series for the past two years leading on from an earlier series of works titled òBomboraó 

(which is an Australian Aboriginal word for a coral head), and I have been fascinated and continually challenged by the possibilities 

inherent in making sculpture in pate de verre, having developed my own methods and protocol for working in this little known but 

ancient medium.          

  
 

The pieces are named for both actual shipwrecks such as the òBoydó, and Shackelton's ill-fated òEndeavouró and  generic 

abstractions such as òReef Wreckó and òMothershipó(an anti-whaling protest). 

 

Two famous shipwrecks rest in the area where I live in the far north of New Zealand - the Rainbow Warrior, the Greenpeace anti-

nuclear ship which was bombed by the French Navy in an act of clandestine terrorism in 1987, causing the death of one crew 

member,  and the òBoydó.  

 

   
 

The sculpture the òBallad of the Boydó, commemorates the 200 year anniversary in 2009, of the infamous attack on the sailing 

vessel òBoydó by Maori in the Whangaroa Harbour, Northland. There were only four survivors of a crew of seventy, who were killed 

and eaten, either in an attack of revenge, superstition or greed (depending on which account is to be believed). The ship was 

accidentally burned in a gunpowder explosion killing several of the invaders, and came to rest in the upper harbour where nothing 

can be seen of it today, all but forgotten, its bones resting quietly in a place of great beauty. The incident set off war and 

retaliations in the area for many years to come. 

 

The story of the òBountyó has always fascinated me and the possibility exists for creating this important historical shipwreck in 

the future. Like the òBoydó the ship was burned and scuttled, (although for very different reasons) and although not much remains 

of the physical ship its metaphorical presence lives long in the minds of the people who dwell there. 

 

òShipwrecksó Pate de verre glass artworks by Lee Brogan :  www.LeeBrogan.com 

 

 

òRoll on, thou deep and dark blue ocean-roll! 
Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain; 
Man marks the earth with ruin-his control 
Stops with the shore;- upon the watery plain 
The wrecks are all thy deed, nor doth remain 
A shadow of man's ravage, save his own, 
When for a moment, like a drop of rain, 
He sinks into thy depths with bubbling groan, 
Without a grave, unknell'd, uncoffin'd, and 
unknown.ó             Lord George Byron 

 

Of particular interest to me has been its potential to reflect the zen idea  

of  òwabi sabió, (an aesthetic centred on the acceptance of a beauty that  

is òimperfect, impermanent and incompleteó). Each piece is unique, as 

experimenting with subtle variations in glass thickness, application and firing 

profiles produces a range of external textures, translucency and form 

(including how to show destruction and construction, exterior and interior 

space).  The pieces range in size from 25cm long to nearly one metre. 

 
Bombora  

Reef Wreck Ballad of the Boyd 

Mothership 
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óJustice Legality and the Rule of Lawô is the title of a book released in 

England in November 2009. 

 

Dawn Oliver is Emeritus Professor of Constitutional Law at University 

College London and she is the editor of the book, which consists of eight 

substantive chapters, written by various academics with legal backgrounds.  

The prime focus is on the Privy Council decision in the Pitcairn Trials 

Appeal and the writers point out the reasons why the decision to prosecute 

may not have been the wisest.  In particular the foreword of Lord Hope, one 

of the five Lords in Privy Council, stuns the reader, expressing his regrets 

for the dismissal of the Pitcairn Appeal,  

 

ñI am very pleased indeed therefore that the opportunity has now been 

taken to open up the issues with which we dealt so imperfectly in our 

judgmentò. 

 

The New Zealand Law Journal carried two articles in the January issue, one 

by Professor Stephen Guest, University College London, reviewing the 

decision to prosecute in the Pitcairn Trials.  He also wrote a chapter in the 

book.  The other article ñThe Pitcairn Prosecutionsò by Professor Tony 

Angelo, Victoria University of Wellington, is a review of Oliverôs book.  

Professor Angelo has provided legal information and advice on 

constitutional issues for Pitcairners over the last eight years, on a private 

basis, from himself and his law students. His input was particularly helpful 

in the last four months as we worked on creating a new constitution of our 

own. 

 

Among the arguments that were dismissed in Privy Council, some of them 

without even being heard by the Lords, are the flurry of legislation to make 

laws to fit the crime, the absence of criminal law on Pitcairn, the non-

promulgation of the British law that convicted the men, the British neglect 

ï ñfinancially and spirituallyò, the ñin-equality of armsò, the delay in 

prosecution, the dismissal of amnesty and alternative solutions suggested by 

the then Governor, the Deputy Governor, the Legal Adviser, the 

Government Adviser and the then Commissioner, the decision to prosecute 

by Baroness Scotland ñno matter the cost of the implications for Pitcairnôs 

futureò.  There is also a reference to the Diego Garcia saga. 

 

The articles in New Zealand Law Journal  alerted Julie and myself to the 

international release, as well as to the content, of the book.   

 

I contacted both Ms Oliver and Mr Guest, hoping to get a few comments 

from them, as the topic of the book they have produced, is very close to my 

heart.  They both acknowledged my mail, and I quote from Guestôs 

response: "I thought I'd write to express a kind of solidarity; clearly I agree 

with the general tenor of what Dawn reported to me of what you said.  In 

2005-2006 I wrote an academic opinion for the Pitcairn Public Defender 

and did some work with both Paul Dacre and, particularly, Charles Cato 

and, in fact, it was I who started the interest here at University College 

London by giving a paper in 2006 in our staff seminar series, and Dawn 

very ably and successfully took up the challenge of turning our views into a 

book."   

 

He told me he was present in Privy Council when the Lords dismissed the 

Pitcairn appeal after two days, and gives credit to Lord Hope:  "He was, in 

my view, one of the very few judges who had an inkling of what was going 

on.  I think there was an abuse of procedure, and as a result the defendants 

were treated unfairly". 
 

 

  

 

Harôs et.  If you wunt a tull, tulla me on uptibi@hotmail.com.  Hooray - Kari       
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