
 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:   While it is still winter on Pitcairn this is the season when the vegetable gardens 
thrive in the cooler heat of the day.  Added to the normal everyday busy life are the public meetings and group 
sessions being held to restructure Pitcairn’s Governance.  Groups discussing policies on Social, Human Rights, 
Constitution or constitution are just a few.  Opinions vary.  Debate can be fiery.  In this issue Pitcairn’s Commissioner 
Mr Jaques and Steve Christian tull in reply to last months back page comments.  The Whales are back.  The feature 
on page four is on whales, whalers and thatch roofs made with the assistance of whale bones. 
 
 

SEA SCOUTS 
 

The children at their first  Sea Scouts group learning how to march and tie knots.   There is a girl in these pictures.  
The one wearing shoes is Torika.  While she is a typical tomboy she is still a girl who loves her girlie frillies as well.    

TIMOTHY TULL 
 

The Sea Scouts first met two weeks ago, and they have uniforms as well as training.  Today I was there for their 
second meeting, and Mike Cleeton the policeman was in charge (he has volunteered for it).  Anyway they met at the 
square, where he taught them knots and things, then marched them (literally) to the Landing, where he taught them 
about the boats, using MOSS as an example, and they learned things such as Port, Starboard, Bow, Stern, Rudder, 
etc.  They then practised life vests, and how to put them on, etc.  I must admit I was dubious when this was 
announced, but I am extremely impressed.  It is actually teaching them skills which on Pitcairn would be good to 
know.  Anyway, the members are:  Ralph, Jayden, Kimiora, Torika Warren-Peu, and Bradley Christian.  

  

 

UCKLUN TULL UN DEM TULL 
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A 1960’s photo of the boat sheds with thatch roofs – photo by 

Pastor Cobbin 
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In New Zealand – (The McNabney family nee Christian) 
 

Ucklun in New Zealand are as few in number as on Pitcairn.  Last pictures of Kaylen she was just a little blob who ate 
and slept.  Now look at her.  Look at that smile.  And look at the boys, don’t they look happy to have a sister and she 
looks just as happy to be in the middle of them.  Love the pink too.  (In hospital Tania expressed doubt about pink) 
 

Dad James with Raa, Kaylen and Christian, Baby Kaylens smile is the image of her great grand nana, Dobrey and  
Kaylen with mum Tania  

 
ARROWROOT HARVESTING AND PROCESSING 

 

That time again came around this week.  This year the community divided in two, one group peeled arrowroot in Jay’s 
new workshop and the other in Dennis new workshop.  Some families have as little as three bags of arrowroot and 
one had 12 bags. When you spread the arrowroot out onto the tables ready for peeling, it looks like an awfully large 
amount.  It is. Arrowroot is a flour much prized by ucklun for cooking deserts, making biscuits and mixing with freshly 
boiled sugar cane molasses into that yummy dessert.  Because it takes time to dig the arrowroot, peeling usually goes 
on into the night with the grinding and processing taking place next day.   So everyone brought a plate and ate dinner 
together while peeling.  Everyone helps, the children right through to the 80+ year olds.  A collage of photos below.  
Digging, Peeling and processing and the finished product (the white stuff) 
 

 
 



 
BITS AND PIECES 
 
The residents in Bobs Valley are down to two.  One more came out on HOME DETENTION on Friday 11 July 2008.  
Many folks arrived to have dinner with him on his first day home.    
 
PUBLIC WORK, men only, took place on 7th July to reconstruct the slipway at the Landing near where the bathtub is 
cemented into the ground because of erosion due to the constant pounding of the surf against the wall. 
 
ROCK CRUSHING for gravel.  Jay, Dennis and David have been busy collecting boulders (stones) from the shore and 
carting them to the gravel pit for crushing into gravel.  On 14 July most hands helped with the concreting of the floor for 
Dennis new workshop, Jay and Carol’s driveway and Jacobs’s grave, all in one day.   
 
LIST OF COMMITTES AND GROUPS CURRENTLY IN ACTION ON PITCAIR N 
 

1. Council meetings – regular monthly but sometimes a number of Special council meetings are held 
2. Informal council – weekly elected members and Governors appointee revising and developing restructure 
3. Pitcairn Development Team (PDT) – twice weekly 
4. Internal Committee – monthly 
5. Council/PDT – usually monthly to revise and amend proposed policies 
6. Human Rights group – prepare for alignment to European Charter for Human Rights 
7. Social Development Policy Group – to revise DFID’s proposal and set up job descriptions for Elderly Officer, 

Children and Youth Officer and Health Officer 
8. Land Court – quite frequently to catch up because nothing done on surveying and registering land for some 

years. 
9. Tourism Board – policies re home stay and planning for tourists entertainment 
10. Store Operation policy group – development policies re running of the store 
11. Public Meetings – on windmill/power, breakwater project, Tourism Board Home Stay Association, PDT 

information, etc 
 
In all there are four policy/restructure groups, each from 4 to 10 members.  PDT has now suggested a monthly public 
meeting for informing the community on policies etc and the Governors Representative has offered to run a workshop 
on “governance”. 
 
PITCAIRN ALMOST HAD A SHIP CALL.  Timothy and Sarah’s visit to Pitcairn in March 2007 was always intended to 
be short term.  They have been making plans for a few months now to leave Pitcairn to start a new life in Australia, 
Sarah’s home and where her family live.  Through friends Kari had made enquiries with a shipping company in Norway 
asking if a ship was going to be in Pitcairn’s vicinity, would they call and pick up Tim and Sarah.  Yes, was the answer 
and emails tracking the ships journey to Pitcairn was received.  Unfortunately due to the bad storm in the Pacific which 
delayed the ship it decided it was unable to call after all.  It was initially scheduled to call on a Friday then Saturday 
(due to bad weather), daytime then nighttime and while Fridays weather on Pitcairn was beautiful the bad weather 
forecasted for Saturday and the ship due to arrive around dark, all believed the decision not to stop was the right 
decision.    

 
CAROL TULL:   Delectable Bountys 
Burger Takeaways  is booming.  
Attached is a picture of our burger of the 
month (left).  It is the size of a dinner 
plate (25.5cm diameter) and is just right 
for Tim (and Ben).  Dennis comments 
that Bens burger is always bigger than 
his – but that is probably due to the 
difference in size – their size not the 
burgers).   The small bun (right) is the 
standard burger size.  They had to make 

up for removing chips (French fries) from the menu due to the cost at approximately $30 for 2 kilo bags. 
 
Some in THE CURRENT GROUP OF CORRECTIONS officers couldn’t believe their luck when they arrived.  We have 
coconuts – free, taro – free, maniocas and yams – free, taro leaves – free, green bananas – free, fresh fish – free.  I 
haven’t heard if they like our Wild Beans though.  This means making raw fish, cooking Thai curries and having 
hangis.  (Tinned meat though cost an arm and a leg in the store approximately $8.00 per tin ($3.49 in New Zealand).  
Some of them originally came from other Pacific Islands which local staple diet is similar to ours.   The next 
changeover is on 23 August 2008 and the current group has recently organized community get together like public 
hangi dinners (cooking food in the hot stones buried in the earth) and sports events.  Most are August events and even 
though some have already sent me photos for ���������	
��� I will publish them in the August edition as I have run out 
of space. 
 
 



 

ABOUT WHALES  
 

 
One early morning in July 2008 Adamstown woke up 
to what sounded like gunshots.  Concern was our 
first reaction, but when the "gunshots" were 
accompanied by eerie noises, we knew right away 
and ran to where we could look out to sea.  Several 
big whales were playing around outside the coast, 
quite close, rolling around, blowing water up in the 

air, calling each other and letting their tails slap the water so it sounded like 
gunshots.  The same group of whales had been seen outside Ginza Valley the previous afternoon, basking in the sun 
and the sea, and though we could only watch at considerable distance, they were a sight to behold.  PHOTOS:  
Darker sea was taken in the early morning and the blue one was taken in the afternoon the day before. 

 
TIMOTHY YOUNG TULL about SAMUEL WARREN 

 

Since the topic is on whales this month on "Dem Tull," I was asked to do an article on a whaler associated with 
Pitcairn.  Well, here goes, and please forgive me for any lapse in details.  Whaling ships were a common sight on 
Pitcairn throughout the 19th century.  Some whalers were remembered with fondness, but some did not bring up 
pleasant memories.  A lot of the design of Pitcairn's longboats came from the whaleboats, and the position in the 
foremost seat up until the 20th century was called "Harpooner."  However, this article is about one particular whaler 
whose family name is well known on Pitcairn.  Samuel Warren. 
 

Samuel Russell Warren was born on February 29th, 1830 in Tiverton, Rhode Island.  He went to sea as a whaler, and 
traveled to the other side of the world, where he eventually ended up on the recently abandoned penal settlement of 
Norfolk Island in the early 1860's.  Here he met and fell in love with Agnes Christian, one of the recently moved people 
of Pitcairn.  They were married on December 6th, 1863 on Norfolk, and soon after, the couple moved with the second 
movement to Pitcairn in 1864.  Shortly after, they welcomed their first child, James Sanford Warren.  They would have 
eight children altogether. 
 

They were apparently a happy couple, and also affectionate.  The following story varies from where I read it or who I 
hear it from. It is said that they went night-fishing on the rocks, and one time Agnes tucked her skirts up to traverse 
these treacherous obstacles.  Samuel either pinched her bare behind or touched one of the burning "Doodwi nuts" to 
it, and she reacted, resulting in either her, Samuel or both of them flying into a pool.  The pool where his little prank 
went awry is known today as the pool of Ooaaoo, the sound she made when she was touched on her behind. 
 

Sadly, less than a year after the birth of their eighth and final child George (who eventually married Lily Butler), 
Samuel died.  It was on November 13th, 1877.  Agnes survived him by over three decades, dying in 1911, aged 60.  
This understated whaler from Rhode Island has left a permanent mark on Pitcairn.  Most Pitcairners on Pitcairn today 
have Warren blood in them, and many bear the name Warren proudly.  Thanks to Meralda Warren for the information 
on Ooaaoo.   
 

THATCH ROOFS MADE WITH THE AIDE OF WHALE BONES 
 

In the photo (left) lying next to a carving of a 
shape of Pitcairn is a whale bone, one of my 
treasures which take pride of place next to my 
many Pitcairn carvings.   We call this Whale 
bone a “Stigger”.  One of the meanings of ‘stig’ in 
Pitkern is to make a hole.  We used the stigger to 
make holes in the thatch so that we can thread 
the armmo through to bind the thatch together.   
 
Up until the mid 1960’s, roofs on the boat sheds 

at Bounty Bay were made from the dried thatch of the pandanus palm.  When the 
thatch dries naturally on the tree it is stiff and tough unlike the green and younger 
thatch used for weaving our souvenirs like baskets, hats, mats etc to sell.  My 
recollection of the step by step procedure for making the thatch roofs is sketchy as I 
was about ten years old when we progressed to iron roofs.  I can remember 
gathering the “armmo” fern which when the outer leaves are scraped off the spine it 
was used for binding the thatch together (instead of using thread).   I don’t have the 
space to tull this issue but hope to twist the school cultural teachers arm to tull 
about it one day.  In those days there were two large sheds for the longboats and 
the other smaller sheds were owned by individual family groups for storing their 
personal fishing canoes.  See the front page for a photo of all the sheds with thatch roofs.  These photos were taken 
by Pastor Cobbins who kindly allowed me to use them.  Mums late brother Colin is gathering the thatch in the bottom 
of the two photos on the right.  With thorns on both sides of the thatch it wasn’t a pleasant task. 
 

 



THE BACK PAGE  
 
As a result of my comments on the Back Page in last months edition the Commissioner and Steve Christian (a 
member of PDT) wrote two letters to tull in ���������	
��  correcting what they believe were misinformation.  I asked 
three members of council to tull in response and Kari Young who is a counsiIor did as a private citizen.  Dems tull 
speaks for dem self.  You may wish to refer to my comments of last month (June) which may also be accessed from 
the website www.onlinepitcairn.com 
 
PITCAIRNS COMMISSIONER LESLIE JAQUES TULL: 
 

 
“Dem Tull”                                                                        Leslie Jaques, 
 Julie Christian.                                                                Pitcairn Island. 
                                                                                         22 July 2008. 
Dear Julie, 
 
I have seen a copy of the recent “Dem Tell” newsletter for June. 
 
Your comments contain some inaccuracies and misunderstandings which I would welcome the opportunity to clarify. 
 
The creation of the role of a purchasing officer centralizes all Island purchasing requirements and is in line with other 
changes including centralized warehousing, closer monitoring of all government stock and equipment and approved 
budgets for all departmental work. The overall aim is to reduce wastage, cut down ordering of stocks already on Island 
and reduce slippage.  The allocation of this important role is delayed pending finalization of the revised organizational 
structure. As the role was too important to delay further the Commissioner is undertaking this additional task on a 
temporary basis.  The role and these important changes were approved unanimously by Council. 
 
A well attended meeting was held on 16 July to discuss the options for a breakwater or an alternate landing facility 
now all of the wind and wave patterns are to hand. Following extensive research by construction engineers, we can at 
last realistically asses the options and make an informed decision based on the facts as they are.  While there is some 
way to go, the meeting favoured the alternative harbour scenario. I should be happy to forward the full report if this 
was of interest. 
 
Following a public meeting on wind power on May 26 it was decided to refer a number of issues back to DFID for 
further consideration. These included important questions on costings and capacity. There has been widespread 
consultation within the community and the community is showing responsibility and accountability in looking to spend 
money wisely in the best interest of both Pitcairn and our partners.  
 
PDT acts in a way that is both open and transparent. The decision not to publish policies until approved in final format 
was one taken by Council.  PDT makes recommendations to Council. PDT members are working hard on behalf of the 
community and for the future of Pitcairn. 
 
I am confident that in due course the Pitcairn People both on Island and around the world will understand and 
appreciate that.  
 
Please feel free to contact me at any time. 
 
With Best Regards,   
 
Leslie.    
 
Leslie Jaques. Commissioner of Pitcairn Islands.  
 
STEVE CHRISTIAN TULL: (an email dated 20 July 2008) 
 
Morning Julie, 
  
Up ya des day es real rubbish.   Windy, wet en cold. 
  
Jul, I jess like to comment on couple of issues in your news letter Dem Tull.  I nor rubbishing your paper as I feel es 
real good un and gwen out to so many sulluns.  Readers can read issues that are going on, on our island that is not 
really mentioned elsewhere. 
  
Because I es member of PDT and my intention es to work not for myself, not for the council, but for what is best for 
this community.   This has been my stance since I was old enough to work and I will continue working for what is best 
for this community.  In the article there is quite a few misleading statements made.  We are not working so that certain 
families can dominate certain areas of the government.  Every proposal that we put forward to council has to be  
 
 



approved by council and every position created has to be approved by council, and go through an interview panel.   
We cannot say as PDT who will eventually fill the positions. 
  
In the newsletter it says that PDT is setting up another oligarchy, but this is far from the truth. 
 
Jul, if I see during our meetings anytime that the Commissioner or anyone is trying to force PDT to work to a hidden 
agenda, believe you me that will definitely not happen.  Jul, you know that the island has been through a lot of s#*@ in 
the last seven plus years and Me and my family have been one of the hardest that got hit and because of this we have 
a record and cannot be able to travel in other places in the world so Pitcairn will always be our home.  So no way will I 
let anyone or council, destroy our chance of having the right to run our own island as this is what PDT is working on. 
If you want information at any time regarding what PDT is working on, please feel free to ask, just to make sure you 
get the facts as what information was given to you was in accurate.    
 
There is too much hear say or dem tull on the island now, as some people are carrying so much baggage, it is 
affecting their decision to see where we are going.  I have been asked by members of our community,  what is the 
Commissioner doing during  PDT meetings.  He is only the Secretary and no way has he ever tried to force us to move 
in any direction that we are not happy with. 
 
D’wile (don’t be angry) lorng fer me Jul, but I enjoy your letters en pictures en es very good thing you doen fer the 
island so don’t let et turn in to a political paper.    Gut plenty good thing happening ya ef people can oonie give you 
dem sort of information to print. 
  
Sanks fer me Jul en look forward to the next edition.  Please feel free to print this letter in Dem Tull 
  
Steve  
 
KARI YOUNG TULL �
��
Julie, publishing draft policies are not very productive, so I agreed with Council's and Commissioner's decision to keep 
them under wraps till ratified.  However, there are policies tabled I would have liked to consult with professionals 
"outside" about, - in NZ and UK there would be professionals to consult regarding the legislation and the country's 
future, while Pitcairn's future depends solely on four policy writers and eight Council members. 
  
That is why we have asked for training in political awareness, decision making and development of constitutional 
structures, which UN and FCO through the White Paper in 1999 have committed themselves to provide for all 
overseas territories, to enable and empower the people.  The other territories received this help.  The Commissioner 
stated that the training will come after  the structure has been ratified and put in place.  "Good governance is just 
accountability, responsibility and consequences, it is not rocket science", we were told at the public meeting that PDT 
requested on 28th July, to put to rest misinformation and lack of information about PDT's activities.  
  
Any member of the community is now invited to look at policies, visit the PDT meetings and ask questions, just like 
they can in Council.  It was also suggested by PDT members that since "gossip is part of Pitcairn's culture", PDT 
members have the right to "speak our opinion about Councilors the way we want, because us the one put Councilors 
in the role to serve on our behalf", and members of Council and the community have the same right to talk about PDT 
members.  A great step forward?? 
 
Julie tull:    
 
It is good to get feedback.  My comments in response would have added two more pages to the back page which was 
too long so for now I will not make any comment as I believe our varying opinions speak for themselves and so will the 
results either positive or negative, eventually.  The good thing about Dem Tull is that it gives ucklun including Steve 
and Kari a voice to tull our opinions.  As a Government official the Commissioner already has a voice in the world 
press and that book.  This is our only means of informing and commenting on progress.  I hope Steve will tull more 
often as we obviously differ in some of our opinions and a good debate is a healthy debate and I welcome any 
corrections of misinformation’s (currently the fashionable word on Pitcairn) from the Commissioner or others.  There 
are many issues on the restructure and comprehensive review of our laws that require comment.  Example, it appears 
PDT is writing Employment Contracts containing Personal Grievance clauses.  As far as I am aware Pitcairn has no 
Employment Law except Britains.  Next time.    
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Harts et.  That book is off the hook this month but there are still stories to be told.  
 
Ef any yorley wunta tull, tulla me orn julie@customcredit.co.nz.  Hooray 


