
                                                                                          

 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:  The month of July started off busy with the visit from the Tapora and the Braveheart 
but it was a quiet month regarding public celebrations and dinners.  For three days Pitcairn’s shoreline was pounded and 
battered by the mighty ocean and mum tull it is ‘cold’.  I am still trying to twist Timothy Young’s arm to continue to write 
his historical pieces but in the absence of an ‘historical article’ I have quoted a poem from the pen of Rosalind Amelia 
Young written in 1898 for her contribution to a literary evening.  And I have called a spade a spade in the Back Page 
article.   
         
 

THE OCEAN 
 
When you grow up on a farm the smell of animals awaken your senses with 
pleasure, likewise the smell of cities.  When you grow up on a 2 x 1 mile rock 
surrounded by ocean the sea is in your blood.  Sometimes the sea is so flat 
and calm it is like looking at a reflection of glass and looking down from high 
above watching fish swimming in the clear blue waters below is a pleasure 
which is hard to describe.  Likewise watching the sometimes fury of the 
ocean not only put fear in your hearts but also a certain kind of awe and 
amazement.  The following first three verses of Rosalind’s poem written 111 
years ago aptly describe our feelings today.  Photo on the right is of St Pauls 
point on a calm day. 
 

 
“The Ocean” 

 
Here I sit within the sounding of thy billows, mighty Sea, 

And my thoughts I fain would utter, as like dreams they come to me. 
Shoreward are thy waves advancing, one by one they roll along. 

And far up the rocky caverns comes the echo of their song. 
Dashing, breaking, sending upward all their sparkling feathery spray, 

While beyond the far horizon still thy restless billows play. 
 

I have seen thee often reposing, with the hush upon thy face. 
As thou wert in deepest slumber, full of clam majestic grace, 

Then a change would swift pass o’er thee, and in anger thou wouldst frown, 
Boiling, roaring, tossing madly, bearing all before thee down. 

Grand and awful in thy anger, I have stood and gazed on thee. 
Thinking, praying for the many who were in peril on the sea. 

 
Thou dividest us from loved ones who are scattered far away, 

And from whom we hear no message through each swift revolving day. 
Still I love thee, mighty Ocean – love thy music, restless deep – 

Falling soft in rippling murmurs, as if lulling care to sleep. 
Like an azure-coloured mantle spreads thy strong, resistless tide.  
Ever moving, ever beating, against the stern rocks’ rugged side. 
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OUR COASTLINE – St Pauls (East South coast) 
 
It is winter time on Pitcairn and the weather is not the best.  It is cold and wet and for three days the big surfs were a 
sight to behold.  Work temporarily ceased at the Landing as it was not possible to continue working on the widening of 
the jetty in such rough weather.  The following two pages will cover mainly photographs taken during the recent storm 
and compared to photos taken on a good day.  It is also an opportunity to describe the coastal terrain on the Western 
side of the island where the proposed Alternative Harbour will be built – starting soon after March 2010.  The 
comparison in photos will be of interest mainly to Ucklun who live outside and to folks who have visited the island and 
who can appreciate the devastation the sea can cause.  After seeing some of the photos I can imagine some of ucklun 
tullen “Waaagh”, “Haaagh”, “Sugaaar”.  Dem tull the surf was bad all around the island although not as severe down 
the Landing, but I have concentrated on St Pauls Pool and the Western side (Water Valley, Frankie and Cabin).      
 

 
 

 

While the two photos were taken at slightly different angles and position the arrows point to the same tip of the 
rock on the outside of St Pauls pool and how high and forceful the waves are.  There will be no swimming in the 
pool on that rough day. 

 
In a previous edition we wrote about the steps the prisoners had built going down towards the pool as the terrain is 
more suited to goats than humans.  It made it easier for ucklun to get down to the pool although there was still a short 
way to go where you still had to scramble down over rugged rocks.  One of the reasons why no steps were built going 
right down to the pool was because of the likelihood of the steps being washed away in rough weather, as had 
happened before.  Yet approximately 10 metres above sea level the force of the July surf was severe enough to break 
some of the wood on the steps as you will see.  This is despite the width of the pool and the high outside rock 
formation of the perimeter surrounding the pool acting as a natural breakwater which would have slowed down some of 
the ferociousness of the surf. 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 

The first two photos show the broken steps.  The other photos gives you an idea how far up from the pool are the steps 
– use the concrete steps as a guide.  There is still a far way to go from the bottom of the concrete steps down to the 
pool.  The photos I have of this area are limited and hope yorley who have been to Pitcairn can see how far up the 
destruction of surf caused. 

 



 

OUR COASTLINE – The Western side 
 

 

 
The arrow is in the spot known as Frankies looking 

over to Water Valley 

 
The arrow points to the position of the proposed 

Alternative Harbour at Water Valley – also see bottom left 
photo 

 
 

 
Down Cabin (Tedside) 

 
The Aftermath 

Arrow in two pictures of same rock 

 
Gathering sand before the huge 

surfs.   
 
Unlike the other three islands in our group, there is no reef around Pitcairn.  
This is one of our biggest problem affecting shipping, tourism, leisure 
activities, etc.  Our rugged coastline is exposed to the open sea and the 
water is deep in most places.  From the photographs shown of Water 
Valley, Frankie and St Pauls you can see the ferociousness of the surf hits 
the coastline full on.  Fortunately this is extreme conditions and seldom 
gets this bad.  At Cabin, while the sea came right up to the cave and the 
bank, the size of the waves were flatter over the rocks because the long 
distance from the coastline to the bank was flat and rocky which acted like 
a natural reef and breakwater.  Unfortunately, Water Valley and Frankie 
aren’t so lucky.  From time to time attempts have been made to bulldoze a 
makeshift road from Cabin to Water Valley but the seas just pick up the 
rocks and boulders and bury the road to return the coastline to the state 

nature intended.  In this area, man is up against the sea and man usually loses.  This is the spot where a couple of 
years ago the yachtie fell over a boulder and injured himself and wasn’t able to join his yacht.  From the terrain you can 
see it will not be easy to build a road inland down to Water Valley and the proposed Alternative Harbour.  We are 
limited to reaching the alternative harbor site by going along the rocky shores from Cabin along Frankie and over to 
Water Valley unless an engineer can come up with an alternative which may involve building chairlifts.   
 
A special council meeting was held on 26 June 2009 to seek Councils endorsement of the ALTERNATE HARBOUR 
PROJECT.  Some concern was voiced when Commissioner Jacques claimed almost unanimous support from the 
community for the project when there was less than half the population present at the meeting.  Concern was also 
focused around the perception of the need for an alternate harbor and or landing and whether the proposed concreting 
of the road to Tedside when other roads around Adamstown should be prioritized above a road down to Tedside.  The 
Mayor and Commissioner allayed their concerns by showing that roading in various areas of Adamstown had been 
budgeted for on an ongoing basis and that work would be beginning on some areas when materials arrived on the next 
supply ship.  Dem Tull will keep you informed on progress of these other roading projects. 
 
Council voted unanimously to support the proposed alternative harbor project on the basis that there are more pros 
than cons associated with the project.  In a Public Meeting on 29th June the Commissioner informed the public that 
Council had endorsed the project of the alternative harbor and he will now collate all the information for formal 
presentation to Council prior to an application being made to DFID and the EU and hopes the process will be finalized 
by March 2010 enabling work to start shortly after.  Dem Tull will keep you informed of progress. 



 

BITS AND PIECES 
 
1 July 2009 Supply Ship TAPORA brought our supplies for the last time.  She will be missed.  With the Tapora came 
a new way of unloading supplies.  Less Pitcairn men were required in our boats and on the deck of the ship as the 
crew of the Tapora worked most of the unloading from ship to boat including working in our boats and coming ashore 
at the Landing.   The Tapora also served as the supply ship for some of the outer islands in the Tahitian group.  It was 
not uncommon to see both the Tapora and the Braveheart moored at Mangareva at the same time.  Usually no fixed 
date was set for Taporas arrival on Pitcairn.  Our close proximity to, for example, Mangarewa meant they were usually 
able to time their arrival based on weather conditions and her crew do not usually work on the weekends.   Arriving on 
this last trip was a mobile crane which could not fit into our longboats so was brought ashore by barge. 

 
THE CURRENT SCHOOL TEACHERS two year term is up at the end of this school year.  ADVERTISED ON THE 
PITCAIRN GOVERNMENT WEBSITE IS A SITUATIONS VACANT ADVERT FOR AN EDUCATION OFFICER.  “ The 
advert states the Education Officer is responsible to the non-resident Governor, through the Commissioner for the 
proper discharge of all duties”. However on the second page of the advert it states the position is “responsible to the 
Pitcairn Island Council and to the Governor (through the Commissioner)……”  It is my understanding that under the 
new Employment Structure on Pitcairn the Education Officer is responsible to the Division Manager Community 
Developments.  Of course the Governor is at the reporting end of a long chain of personnel i.e. the Division Manager 
reports to the Island Councillor in charge of Community Development who reports to the Island Council where the 
Commissioner sits without voting rights (according to written law).  The advert also states “All salaries and allowances 
paid on Pitcairn are presently tax free”.  However Public Works is Pitcairn’s equivalent of paying tax.  In the May 2009 
Council Minutes it states the EDUCATION OFFICER IS NO LONGER EXEMPT FROM ATTENDING PUBLIC 
WORKS but that Council will grant exemptions on days that school is in attendance.   
 
Never mind, PUBLIC WORK  is not what it used to be.  It used to be “men only” who barefooted, with their adzes and 
hoes slung over their shoulders would march out to their assigned areas and would weed the roads in gang chain 
fashion.  Now the bush is weeded with petrol powered weed eaters or sprayed with weed killer “Roundup” usually with 
someone sitting on the back of a four wheel farm bike spraying while being driven or in really bushy areas the tractors 
went to work bulldozing and grading the grass away from the road.  Also with Public Work, everyone works the same 
number of hours.  So the school teacher who earns a salary package close to $100,000 per annum would work the 
same number of public work hours as a Pitcairn Islander who earns approximately $2,000 per annum.  Not sure how 
this sits with the EU Convention on Human Rights but that is for the experts to resolve when deliberating the hows and 
wherefores of the Human Rights issues currently before a committee.   
 
A PUBLIC DINNER was held on 2 July to farewell those who were leaving after serving their time on Pitcairn. 
 
LEAVING and ARRIVING on the BRAVEHEART on 2 and 5 July were, Melanie Tankard (Governors Representative) 
and replaced by Lucy, The Cleetons (NZ Police Officer and partner) and replaced by Peter Easpon and partner both 
positions are for one year each.  Commissioner Jacques also left temporarily together with locals, Meralda Warren, 
Darralyn Griffiths and Tom and Betty Christian.  Darralyn is studying a Nurse Aid course at Unitec in Auckland.  I hear 
she is doing well.  With the departure of the Corrections officers, the “Pink Palace” over at McCoys became vacant.  
So the new police officer has moved into McCoys, the works department installed a flush duncan (toilet) at the Lodge 
so Lyn McNair the social worker has moved from rented accommodation up Melai to the lodge. 

 
Hello and Farewell Tapora 

 
The crane arrives on the barge 

 
Crane almost on firm terrafirmer 

 

 
At work already 

 
The empty barge 

 
And leaving the harbour 



 
The Pitcairn Children’s book ‘MI BAS SIDE 
ORN PITCAIRN (My favourite Place on 
Pitcairn)”.   The 1st  Anniversary of the Children 
of Pitcairn's Book launch Bas side orn Pitcairn is 
coming up this month.  A photograph of the 
children, the books authors, is on the inside front 
cover.  They have drawn pictures of the places of 
interest on Pitcairn and have written stories about 
each place, both in Pitkern and translated into 

English.  The book is for sale on Pitcairn and can be ordered from most families.  
The book is also for sale in the Pitcairn Island Post Office.   
 
MERALDA WARREN TULL from New Zealand:   Since leaving Pitcairn Island In between numerous appointments 
between 5 medical specialists and Dr Nowak, I have had the opportunity to learn more about art work from Ahu 
Sistas Jean & Sue,  A different technique  in the art of Lino printing and learning how to use a press for the first time 
have made me excited in the many ways my art can be shown.  A big thank you to these talented artist for showing 
me the Wut a Way fer do et (How to do it) on Paper and turning it into a screen for Fabric printing.  The arts and music 
have taken my mind of the O O (pain) that my body is going through.  Being with a great family has helped me 
tremendously and the support from my niece here in training and my family back home.  Sank yourley.  Wala 
  

It just seems like yesterday Dem Tull was writing 
about BRADLEY CHRISTIANS BIRTHDAY .  
Well another year has passed and Bradley  
celebrated with a Public Pitcairn Birthday dinner 
up at Flatland.  NADINE (MUM) TULL:  He had a 
ball yesterday - tons of food, pressies and 
excitement.... Can't believe he’s EIGHT!!! Whew! 
 
 
 

 
In New Zealand July was PITCAIRN CONTAINER time.  That is 
when we take all the boxes full of goodies for friends and family on 
Pitcairn for the next supply ship.  It is also a time when we try to time 
it right to meet up with other ucklun who live out here who religiously 
traipse out to Shuttles in Mangere every three months or so.  A time 
when we all say, whew, over and done with for now, get ready to 
start shopping again in a couple of months or so.  The photo is of 
Pony and Shirley Dillon from the Pitcairn Admin office with a couple 
of pallets of boxes on the side.  We are required to complete a form 
for each recipient and theirs are placed on their own pallet for 
measuring.  Given the Tapora was only on Pitcairn on 1 July 2009 it 
may seem soon to take another lot out to Shuttles.  But this time it is 
for the new Jolly ship which we thought was going to leave New 
Zealand in early August.  It now appears it will leave closer to the 
end of August.   

 
In regards the new shipping there was a public meeting on Pitcairn regards the proposed new passenger fares which 
included $US100 per day surcharge.  The meeting requested consideration be given to reviewing the current 
proposed fares given the low income on Pitcairn and the fact that Pitcairners living off island would not be able to 
afford to travel to Pitcairn either and Pitcairn desperately needs more of ucklun visiting.  They also ask if different 
classes of fares could be considered i.e. fares for children etc as at present we understand children’s fare is the same 
as adults.  Will let you know if there are any changes.  For your information, I priced the cost for a family of four 
Pitcairners living off island wanting to travel to Pitcairn on the new ship.  As there are currently no distinction between 
the price of fares for adults and children this is based on four people calculated at $US0.7014 conversion to $NZ dollar 
as at 4 August 2009 – return fare NZ – Pitcairn – NZ = $33,108.64.  When the economy returns to normal and the US 
NZ dollars settles down to expected normal rates of 0.55c then the fares will increase to $37,818.24, a small fortune.  
This does not include other costs like passports, travel to the port of disembarkation, currently Auckland, 
accommodation in Auckland, etc.         
 
OOPSIE DAISY – When I visited Mrs Tania McNabney nee Christian in hospital following the birth of her precious 
daughter Kaylen she categorically stated, “This is the last one.  We know it is we have made sure”.  Yeah Right!!!  
While she sent us three photos of the 13 weeks and 2 days old bubs you will need to wait another 29 weeks or less for 
the proper photo and the birth.  Two boys, one girl and ???? 
 
 
 
 



Whenever I received one of my regular EMAILS FROM RUSSELL HENRY  it is always opened with eagerness.  
Russell was a former School Teacher on Pitcairn and together with his wife Margaret and son Billy was a full on 
supporter during our recent trials and tribulations.  They supported us by turning up to court and sitting in the gallery 
and when we had a Pitcairn reunion in Rotorua in 2006, Russell, Margaret and Billy came too.  It was with shock and 
sadness when Russells email to me on 5 August 2009 contained the news that Margaret had passed away on 28 July 
2009.  I will share with you his email as it is for all of ucklun :   
 
“Sad to have to let you know that Margaret passed away on Tuesday 28th July.  She had not been very mobile for 
some time and could only get about in a wheelchair.  Not her scene.  She loved you guys and you could not have had 
a more ardent supporter.  She looked forward to your Newsletters and read them from cover to cover.  They were the 
source of much discussion and always stirred up happy memories.  She always said “Send our love”.  So I do.  
Russell Henry”     
 
Russell, Ucklun also sends our love and condolences.  Many folks I told the news to, commented “one more goodun 
se gorn”.     

 
 
PROUD GRANDMA AND GRANDDAD – Leon and 
Brendda Salt with grandson Max.  We were invited to 
Rachels house for dinner to meet Max for the first 
time.  What a gorgeous and happy baby Max is.  We 
entered the room full of noise and guess what Max 
did, held out his hands to come to us.  Not shy at all.   
 
 

 
OUT OF CONTROL?  What do you see first?  The Bounty T-Shirt, the belly or the plates full of food.  Almost make 
one turn to vegetarian.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Following a convention held on 28 – 29 July 2009 in Auckland a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO 
PROTECT WHALES AND DOLPHINS  in the Pacific region was signed by George Fergusson, Governor of the 
Pitcairn Islands. 
 
THE SOCIAL WORKERS  - Last month I wrote about a hugging incident and commented on the work the social 
workers have done on Pitcairn.  Following the article Nadine wrote to me expressing her support for the current social 
worker, Lyn McNair.  She also forwarded a copy of her letter to the Governor which she was happy for me to quote:  
 
“To Whom It May Concern:  I was dismayed to learn that Community Worker Lyn McNair would not be re-employed for 
another year’s contract on Pitcairn Island.  As parents of four children here on island we have valued her advice, 
support and concern of our family and appreciated her association with the school, Sea Scouts and other community 
events.  If we have had issues we needed help with she’s stepped up and provided good advice, information and 
follow up care.  In the past we’ve had many concerns with other Community Social Staff that have been employed 
here and in comparison have found Lyn to be by far one of the best Community Workers we’ve dealt with.   I hope that 
whoever replaces Lyn to have half of her professionalism and social skills. They’ll be large shoes to fill.  We’d like to 
thank Lyn for her years of excellent service here on Pitcairn, and sincerely hope that she will be re-employed here in 
the future.  Kindest regards”. 
 
One of the issues a lot of folks have with the social workers is the perception of confidentiality or lack of.  Plus lack of 
training.  We are all aware they are part of the “outsiders group” who meet regularly to discuss what goes on on island 
and few people trust that anything they may discuss in confidence will not be discussed in that meeting or elsewhere.  
Some of the prisoners and their families have major issues with this and have been at odds with the Governor over the 
provision of someone they can talk to and trust.  Nadine mentions concerns with other Community Social staff and she 
is right.  While I acknowledge in recent times, things have calmed down somewhat, in times past we have had social 
workers who we believe were quite nasty.  One arrived on Pitcairn and immediately announced in her first public  
meeting “I have the power to remove your children from you”.  We had another one who arrived, made some nasty 
comment and was deported a few days later because of those comments.  Another senior member of ‘SAFE’ in an 
affidavit to the Pitcairn courts reported incorrect information which was later acknowledged.  Some have complained 
that sending up psychologists for two day periods is a waste of time.  In recent years, even though we had a social 
worker on island the Governors office had sent a couple of them arriving on Thursdays and leaving on Saturdays.  The 



last time was on the July 2009 turnaround.  We wonder how they can accurately make assessments in such a short 
time and some families believe it a waste of time asking for advice.   
 
For me my first contact with those social workers was a MASS PRODUCED letter headed STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
which arrived by post in a plain envelope marked PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.  The obviously mass produced 
letter surely didn’t inspire in me any confidence in them or the system.  It made me feel like a number on a conveyor 
belt which someone was ticking of on a list.  But that is what they did in seeking out victims.  They had a list containing 
names and addresses then they hounded us.  All in all, not a good start to trusting the people we should.  
 

THE BACK PAGE 
 

THE NEW EMPLOYMENT AND GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES 
 
Sitting in court listening to Judge Lovell-Smith telling the Honourable Adrian Cooke, QC “but Mr Cooke, the operative 
word here is MAY”.  In this context there was no such acceptance of will, can or did only may was the acceptable 
interpretation by the judge, I realized how very important the written law and its interpretation is.  A comma in the 
wrong place can put a completely different meaning on something.  British Law, Pitcairn Law, NZ Law were debated 
many times, weeks were spent arguing the promulgation or non promulgation of our laws.  They took this argument 
through all the levels of court right to the Privy Council.  So are laws and proper laws importance?  Absolutely.  Which 
is one of the reasons why I have continued to go on about the importance of the written law and how in recent months 
it has become inconsistent with many practical situations on Pitcairn.  It has gotten me into hot water in some quarters 
but so be it.  There was a massive rewrite of our laws to make us legal to hold the trials and now I find it difficult 
understanding, why all of a sudden our laws now have such unimportance.    
 
Following my two page article in March 2009 where I set out quite clearly the structure of Pitcairn Government 
following the December 2008 elections and the inconsistency with the written law the Commissioner and another local 
became outraged with me.  As you all know I have not let up on my belief that since the December 2008 elections we 
have had an invalid council which belief has continued to peeve the Island council to the extent that this newsletter is 
discussed in council for what they claim the reporting of inaccurate information which I categorically refute. 
 
Well, well, on 10 July 2009, Deputy Governor signed Ordinance No 6 of 2009  - “An ordinance to amend the Local 
Government Ordinance, cap 11 which shall come into force on the 28th day after it is made.  THE DATE MADE: is 
missing from the amendment even though it was signed on 10 July 2009 so what date to start counting down the 28 
days from, your guess is good as mine.  If this is a retrospective law it is not clear to me. 
 
To recap, in the December 2008 elections a Deputy Mayor was elected.  No Chairman of Internal Committee was 
elected and there has been no Internal Committee meetings held each month which was inconsistent with the written 
law.  The Island Secretary’s voting rights was also removed.   Now the amendment fixes some of the areas I 
complained of.  Unfortunately the definition of the positions replacing Chairman and Internal Committee has been 
omitted from the copy of the Online laws and the copy I received as a subscriber of our laws.  Anyway in the 
amendment, Internal Committee on the various sections of CAP 11 up to Part 111 section 16  has been deleted and 
Chairman has been replaced with Deputy Mayor.  The Island Secretary’s voting rights have finally been removed from 
the written law.  This in itself proves my statements were correct. 
 
So assuming this is not a retrospective law and the countdown starts at 10 July 2009 or later, what happens with the 
months in between the December 2008 elections and the amendments coming into force?  Was everything Council 
voted on during that period null and void?  Who knows?  I can’t even be bothered asking anymore because most of 
the people involved with this whole mess cannot or will not believe anything wrong occurred.   In the civilized world 
with Human Rights laws, the written laws changing the structure of Government is written and comes into force before 
the practical event is implemented.  Only on Pitcairn and perhaps countries like Zimbabwe it happens the other way 
around.   
 

Cap 11 of The Local Government ordinance does not stop at Part 111 Section 16.  There are many other sections for 
example, Public Works, Boats, Public Electricity, Land Courts, etc, etc,etc, etc, where either or both Chairman and 
Internal Committee still have responsibilities according to the written law.  But under definitions they don’t exist 
anymore according to the new written law.  Confused yet?  
 

In the article above on the Situations Vacant for an Education Officer I stated that according to Council Minutes the 
Education Officer is no longer exempt from Public Works.   That is according to Council Minutes and what appears to 
be the current position in practice.  Whoever is thinking of applying for that position, according to our current written 
laws under the section Cap 11 Local Government, Part V, Public Works, section 4 (c) your position is exempt from 
Public Works.   And if Council says you are no longer exempt because they say so and under Part V sections 2, 3 & 5 
you are worried the Chairman of Internal Committee will come looking for you, don’t worry, the Chairman doesn’t exist 
anymore according to the written law but then again the Chairman does exist according to the written law.  Confused?  
You should be.  I wonder how a judge will interpret this.  Does the Chairman exist or does the Chairman not exist?  
You be the judge.     
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HARTS ET.  EF ANYBODY WUNT A TULL, TULLA ME ORN julie@customcredit.co.nz.  Hooray 


