
                                                                                          

 
 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:  As a special part of our community our children features in a few 
articles in this edition.  Otherwise life was same as usual on Pitcairn this month.   
         
 
 

 

THE CHILDRENS BIG THANK YOU TO COUNCIL 
 

The school children showed off their writing skills when each of them wrote a letter to 
council asking for help to improve the facilities around the school.  For example the 
preschool got a new sandpit and the big school got a new wall in which to throw a ball 
against.  Following the completion of the jobs by the Works Department the children 
then invited Council to visit the school to show off their new toys and to say a very big 
thank you.  Each of the children presented an area of interest to council including 
performing welcome and farewell songs.  Photo top left has all children on Pitcairn 
except for baby Cushana.  School teacher Jeanie back left and preschool teacher 
Kari back right.  Bottom right photo is Jeannie collecting sand at Cabin, Tedside for 
the new sand pit. 
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PANDANUS PALM TREE 
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TIMOTHY YOUNG TULL ABOUT TEEHUTEATUAENOA  
 

 
Last article.  No more ranting from me!  For my final article I decided to write on one of the women who stand out 
strongly in Pitcairn history.  Ironically, she was not born on Pitcairn, and she did not die there, but she still presents a 
formidable presence from the era when she lived. 
 
The woman called “Jenny” was originally called Teehuteatuaenoa.  For lack of any further information, it appears that 
she came originally from Tahiti.  When the Bounty first arrived in Tahiti, she formed a relationship with Alexander Smith 
(John Adams), and even had a tattoo on her left arm which read “AS 1789.”  This union was ended prior to the Bounty 
departing the first time, and she entered into a relationship with the American Isaac Martin, whom she fondly called 
“Madden.”  When the Bounty returned following the mutiny, she went with Martin and the rest to Tubuai, where they 
were soon driven away. 
 
She journeyed with the Bounty to its final resting place on Pitcairn, and she and Martin settled down and tried to live 
quietly and happily.  Unfortunately, they never had children.  This domestic life was horrifically interrupted in October, 
1793 when Martin was shot and stoned to death.  It was now when “Jenny” came to the forefront.  In order to avenge her 
fallen husband, she slept with one of his murderers, a chieftain called Tetahiti, to lull him into a false sense of security.  
As this happened, another woman, Teraura entered with a hatchet, and “Jenny” moved out of the way to give her a clear 
aim at his noggin, and Tetahiti found a permanent cure for a post-coital headache. 
 
Following the murders and reprisals, the survivors tried to settle down once again.  “Jenny” moved in with mutineer 
Matthew Quintal.  Soon after, the widows, led by “Jenny,” took to carrying around the skulls of the murdered men.  
Interestingly, “Jenny” had the skull of John Williams, due to the fact that Martins was decimated.  Edward Young, one of 
the mutineers was horrified, and demanded the skulls be buried.  “Jenny” refused, and there followed for several months 
a battle of the sexes, ending in an agreement for the four remaining men to build a ship for the women to sail back to 
Tahiti.  “Jenny” set an example by tearing the planks off her house for the building.  Finally the boat was built, but when 
they tried to sail away, it capsized, as per the men’s plan.  More unpleasantness followed, and the women, led by 
“Jenny” became the dominant force, much to the irritation of Young. 
 
Finally, after peace returned to Pitcairn, and life truly settled down, “Jenny” quietened down and lived for the most part in 
Western harbour, along with Mareva, another widow.  In 1817 the ship Sultan stopped at Pitcairn and Jenny applied for 
a passage to Tahiti. This was granted, and “Jenny” left Pitcairn forever.  She eventually made it back to Tahiti and found 
it a changed land.  Disgusted with what Tahiti had become, she was said to have regretted leaving Pitcairn.  However, 
she did relate the story of Pitcairn Island on several occasions to various individuals, which was thereafter published, 
and these have proven instrumental in understanding the early history of Pitcairn.  The three most notable are: 
 

1.       An article in the Sydney Gazette published on July 17th, 1819. 
2.       An article in the Bengal Hurkaru on October 2nd, 1826. 
3.       Information printed in Otto von Kotzebue’s A New Voyage round the World Volume I, printed in 1830. 

 
She never did return to Pitcairn, but her legacy definitely remains.  Well, that’s my last article for “Dem Tull.”  Bye!  
(Dem tull tull – we’ll see) 
 
 

 

NADINES LATEST QUILT IS FINISHED 
 
 
From previous editions of Dem Tull you will realize that Nadine is a dab hand at making special quilts with themes.  She 
sells them on the internet and she also takes orders.  I am sure she would only be happy to make a quilt for you if you 
missed out on buying this latest special one which included the signatures of all those who helped her.   

   
 
 



 
 

BITS AND PIECES 
 

 
DOWN IN A TAPAU – Ucklun who grew up on Pitcairn knows “Down in a Tapau” is a place on the way to Tedside.  It is 
that piece of road which poses problems whenever it rains due to erosion.  However the prisoners made it their mission 
to tackle that part of the road and it is not as bad as it used to be.  “Tapau” is a tree.  It grows over many areas on 
Pitcairn but there is a large concentration down in a Tapau.  It is just a tree with usually long straight trunks and in years 
gone by was used to make the slipway down the landing.  It was also used for house building before we started 
importing treated timber.  While normally it is an insignificant looking tree, when it flowers it is a sight to behold.  The 
Tapau tree is currently blooming.  We couldn’t resist showing of the colour which for once detracts from the noxious 
Rose Apple tree.   
 

 
 

 
  

 
PUBLIC WORK  – The whole population between school age and retirement went out in the roads to do public work on 
Monday 22 June.  The tractors and bulldozers, hoes and machetes and whippersnippers soon put the roads back in 
shape.  The community were divided into the usual groups and dispatched to various areas but this time each group 
were formalized with a person in charge to ensure everyone did their share.   
 

 
THE SEA SCOUTS:  On Wednesday 27 
June 2009 The Sea Scouts, proud 
parents and other members of the 
community gathered at the square to 
witness the sea scouts perform and 
receive goodies presented by New 
Zealand Constable Cleeton who will leave 
Pitcairn at the end of his stint on the 
Braveheart in early July.   
 

 
SPECIAL PUBLIC DINNER at the square.  On Thursday 18 June lots of people attended a public dinner at the square 
with the theme “Pitcairn Weckles" (Pitcairn food).  The children opened the event with a couple of songs they had 
rehearsed.   
 
KARI YOUNG LEFT ON YACHT “OPPORTUNE” on 24 June bound for Mangareva, Papaeete, (Tahiti), Auckland (New 
Zealand), Gold Coast (Australia) and home to Norway where she hails from.  The Opportune was a Norwegian yacht so 
she was able to take advantage of an offer for a free passage to Mangareva.  Hubby didn’t trust the fickle winds so 
supplied sufficient diesel to fuel the engines to make sure she catches her plane in Mangareva in the event the winds 
blow away and the yacht becalms.  Her daughter Annetta in Norway persuaded her to visit Norway for the Northern 
summer and join the family in their holiday so she decided to visit son Timmy and wife Sarah on the Gold Coast in 
Australia as well.  She plans to return hopefully sometime in September.  Also in Mangareva at the same time were the 
Braveheart and Tapora (both pictured) which we understand were on their way to Pitcairn on their final trips.   

 
THE TAPORA called on her last visit as our 
supply ship on 1 July 2009.  Amongst the many 
goodies was a mobile crane which was brought 
ashore by barge.  As it is July news and due to 
lack of space I will publish the photographs in 
the July edition of Dem Tull. 
 
THE BRAVEHEART also arrived on 2 July and 
departed again on 4 July 2009.  I will also cover 

this visit in the next newsletter as a number of folks arrived and departed.  The new 
shipping service starts in August 2009. 
 
 



 
THIRTEENTH SABBATH - – Every thirteenth Sabbath is special for 
SDA’s.  Especially because the children always put on a special 
service in Sabbath School and usually performs a play based on a 
story from the Bible.  From the photos you will see why the 
community turned up in force to support their latest efforts. 

 
 
 

HERES HOPING THIS IS THE NEW SUPPLY SHIP.  I was sent a link to the website where the ship was advertised and 
this was where I ended up.   
 
Some of you have asked for details on getting to Pitcairn.  I suggest 
you contact the Pitcairn Administration office on 
admin@pitcairn.gov.pn for details.  There are different fares for 
Pitcairners living on Pitcairn, Pitcairners living away from Pitcairn (a 
higher fare) and visitors and tourists.  Initially fares for local Pitcairners 
were set at $NZ1,500.00 one way between Pitcairn and New Zealand.  
However a surcharge of $US100 per day has been added to the locals 
fare.  Given that the journey is estimated to take 15 days one way it 
makes the direct journey from New Zealand to Pitcairn very expensive.  
In fact most believe it would still be cheaper to travel via Papaeete, 
Mangareva and then a couple of days on the ship to Pitcairn.  In 
discussing these costs with other Pitcairners living in New Zealand it 
rules them out travelling to Pitcairn in the near future, anyway.  Most 
say it is cheaper for their families to holiday in Europe than visit 
Pitcairn.  It used to cost $NZ750.00 one way on the Blue Star ships.    
 

MEN HARD AT WORK - THERE HAS 
BEEN QUITE A LOT OF BUILDING 
ACTIVITY going on around Pitcairn.  
Apart from building new homes some 
have been building new workshops as 
well.  Most homes now have flush 
toilets, yeah.  Help is always at hand 
when someone starts laying the 
foundations.    

 
COUNCIL MEETINGS used to sit on average for two hours each month.  Very occasionally there were Special 
Meetings but in recent months following the new structure council meetings go on for days.  With all the discussions on 
policy making and changes to the structure it was usual for Council to meet for six to eight hours split over two days.  
Since 1 April 2009 when the new Employment Structure came into force it is not unusual to spend hours discussing the 
business of the Division Managers.  Junes Council Meeting was held over three days the last meeting at the later part of 
June.  At the time of going to press I have not received a copy of June’s Council minutes as they need to be ratified in 
July’s meeting which was held later than usual.  I have delayed this newsletter long enough so will report on Council 
business next month. 

Last month I reported that Council Minutes records that this newsletter has inaccurately reported a number of issues 
about Council.  On 16 June 2009 I wrote to council asking for the details.  I hope to be able to report on the outcome of 
our correspondence in the July issue. 

By the end of July 2009 it will have been four months since the new Employment Structure came into force.  In the 
next edition I will make some comment on progress to date.  There have already been some high profile resignations 
from some positions. 
 
 



 

THE BACK PAGE 
 

 
THE SOCIAL WORKERS: 
 
From the start of the investigations Pitcairn has been overrun by Social Workers and Forensic Psychologists not to 
mention the compulsory course all official ‘outsiders’ are required to attend in New Zealand before embarking onto 
Pitcairn.  We have had two social workers plus a Forensic Psychologist who spent months at a time living on Pitcairn 
at huge cost.  Over the last six months we had another Psychologist visit twice for two days each visit.  During the 
better part of the last two years we have had one full time social worker living there and we expected part of her role 
was to teach and guide the community.  As part of the new Governance structure and the push to more self 
determination she initially chaired weekly meetings attended by half a dozen volunteers.  The purpose of the meetings 
was to produce a policy about awareness and rules about children's and elderly's rights and protection, and it was 
done at that time and there has been no need for those further meetings.  Early on suggestions were made to hold 
regular public meetings on the subject of child abuse to inform and educate everyone but this fizzled after one initial 
meeting.  We also took the initiative to request the compulsory course the ‘outsiders’ take in Auckland be available on 
Pitcairn as well but it appears this has not been instigated.  
 
So now what does the social worker do with her time on Pitcairn apart from helping the school children with their 
reading at school once per week?   Not sure who knows.  According to the budgets the social worker is paid a salary 
quite considerably more than the School Teacher.  One thing is quite obvious to most locals and that is the social 
worker appears conspicuous by her invisibility as one local recently commented not having noticed her around for 
months.   
 
Well at least Britain can tell the world we have a Social Worker living on Pitcairn. They can also say they are educating 
‘outsiders’ in child abuse spotting.  While I have never done the course and this is hearsay only and I understand 
because of copyright reasons no papers are permitted to be taken from the course, I am told one part of the course is 
how to spot abuse while someone is assisting a child putting on their seatbelts in a car.  But our ATV farm bikes do not 
have seat belts.   
 
In recent times it appears the perception of the presence of a social worker may have spawned vigilantes.  After all 
these years no one has told us it is a form of child abuse to hug a child in the presence of government officials.  In 
early June 2009 a male member of our community was part of a group of 11 adults (including the Commissioner and 
Governors Representative) being addressed by a young child when the enormity of it all caused the child to become 
shy and tongue tied.  The adult, being a male member, standing closest to the child instinctively and openly put his 
arm around the child to encourage and reassure them that they were doing well.  The incident was witnessed by all in 
the group.  A vigilante (the nickname we gave to the unnamed person) subsequently complained about the “hugging” 
incident which caused the Child Abuse committee to spring into action and investigate the incident.  Some suggestion 
was also made that because of that particular incident the school teacher may not be providing a safe environment for 
the school children.  What is happening to us?  The children will miss out on contact with grownups, for from now on 
all adults will have to keep themselves safe and beyond vigilante accusations.  The vigilantes should watch the world 
news on CNN or read international reports on the internet to find out what really is child abuse.  They should start with 
Britain and New Zealand.   
 
Poor Pitcairn Male member.  Poor School Teacher.  Poor School Children.  Poor us.   
 
Much hype is going out to the world that Pitcairn is moving forward and is getting back to normal.  Really?  Incidents 
like these are sending us backwards at a rate of knots. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
PHOTOS OF PUBLIC WORK  

 

   
 

HARTS ET.  EF ANY YORLEY WUNTA TULL, TULLA ME ORN julie@customcredit.co.nz . 
 
Hooray 


