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For the very first time a 
new quarantine banner 
was put up down the 
Landing. The huge 
banner is designed to 
serve as a reminder to 
all visitors to be 
conscious of what they 
bring ashore to our 
vulnerable island 
environment. 
 
 

March has been a busy month, the 

Claymore II brought official 

visitors on March 4th and 11th, 

Governor Fergusson arrived for 

his last visit to Pitcairn, as well as 

a string of officials - a consultant 

to evaluate our Store, an 

engineering consultant and a 

surveyor for the proposed Tedside 

harbor project, a DFID economics 

consultant, the DFID Program 
Manager for Southern Oceans, 

three SPC (South Pacific 

Commission) officials and an 

ornithologist.  Plus returning 

islanders, new doctor and Family 

Community Adviser, both with  

partners to stay for a year.  All 

these folk, as well as a number of 

tourists kept us all on the go. 

 

On the 31st March we had two 
ships visiting, the Donaugracht in 

the morning and the Sea 

Shephered Conservation Societyôs 

ship ñSteve Irwinò in the 

afternoon.  These are the first 

ñregularò ships, apart from the 

Claymore II and cruise ships, to 

visit since October last year, both  

were on their way north to 

Panama. 

 
The winter months are relatively 

quiet, till the season starts up again 

in September with the first cruise 

ship and then visits by charter boat 

ñSouthern Crossò bringing tourists 

from Mangareva. 

 

Thank to Julie and Brian plus 

visitors John, Jenny and Roger for 

contributing with pictures for this 

issue! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     

WELCOME BACK CHARLES & BARBARAé 
 
 

Charles has just returned to the island with his American wife 

Barbara. He is still in good form, considering he is great-

grandfather to Jason, Carolôs grandson.  Jasonôs partner is 

expecting and will soon produce a great-great-grandchild to 

Charles.  Well done, Jason!  And well done, Charles! 

 

 

 

Kari tullé 
 HIGHLIGHTING QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS  

Almost everyone turned out to 

support improving our quarantine 

efforts. 

From left to right:  Jason, stepson Max, mother Suzanne, 

brother Darrin and grandmother Pony in Henderson 
Auckland.   

 



 

  ANOTHER ADDITION TO THE CANOE FLEET  

 
Amid cheers and heavy lifting the Pitcairn fishing fleet has recently expanded. 
Randy's very professional boatbuilding workshop up Flatland launched a 5 meter 
wonder commissioned by Brian, and christened "Pacifica Motu" by visitor Jenny.  
The last fishing boat built on the island, - also by Randy - was Pawlôs and Kean's, 
a couple of years ago.   
 

                     
 
         
 

 
 
 

                                
 
 

Our small canoe fleet is housed down the landing. Its slipway requires regular 
maintenance. Here Randy, David and Brian get the job done. 

 

 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY RYAN 
 

Ryan celebrated his fifth 
birthday with a public party 

at his Nanaôs house and 

thoroughly enjoyed the 

company, the presents and 
the good food.  With all the 

guests ashore from the 

visiting ñSouthern Crossò, it 
was a huge crowd in 

attendance (huge for 

Pitcairn).  
 

 
Irma saying grace before the meal 
ï sister Emily wanted to share the 
limelight with Ryan. 

 
 
 

 

Slipway Improvements 

BRAID FRUIT SEASON 
 

March signals the beginning of the 

breadfruit season. Most days weôll 

hear the warning ñshootinô down 

Bobôs Walleyò over the radio on 

Channel 16 to let us know another 

delicious óbraidô will soon be on the 

table.  

 

The height of the trees means that 

we usually have to shoot them down 

ï making lots of us crack shots ï 
least we blow our dinner to 

smitherines, but sometimes we can 

hear it takes twenty or more shots to 

down one single braid. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
After Her Majesty made the Pitcairn 
Constitution Order 2010 on the 10th 
February, all that remained was for our 
Constitution formally to come into force.  
That happened on the evening of 4th 
March, when Governor Fergusson 
arrived for his last 3 day visit. He and our 
Mayor, Mike Warren, both signed the 
document at a ceremony at The Square, 
just before we all partook of a 
scrumptious public dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 PITCAIRN ISLANDS 
CONSTITUION  

ALTERNATIVE HARBOUR PROJECT 
The reports say that 1500 of the required 7500 cubic meter of 
crushed base course for concreting the road from Adamstown to 
Western Harbour and the harbor facility itself can be found locally 
without quarrying, from har red hole in Bounty Bay and above 
Frankie in Tedside.  Priority is the harbor and the Tedside coastal 
road.  Lots of new equipment is needed.  The commissioner had a 
list set up of people who are committed to work on the project when 
it eventuates, as there will be a five day week, and facilities in 
Adamstown, like PO, Store and offices will still need to be kept 
operational, in spite of the small workforce.  It has been announced 
(unofficially) that hourly pay will be $20,- and if that is true, islanders 
who earn down to $7.50 an hour in their government jobs, will be 
idealistic indeed to stick to their regular work instead of joining the 
Tedside work force.. DFID prepares us for a long waiting period, 
nothing is signed yet, and EU will demand justification for the $15 
million spending 
 

 

 

                
 
Mrs T, our Galapagos turpin, who has lived down in the 
Tedside valleys for as long as most people can remember, 
has now officially moved (or rather: has been moved). 
Council agreed that she might be better off in Aute Valley, 
as lately she has had to compete for food with large herds 
of wild goats.  Aute Valley is closer to Adamstown,  
and it is anticipated that she will be easier to monitor and 
to feed. So far she seems settled but it is yet to be seen if 
she will be content with her new surroundings. Weôll keep 
you posted. 
 
 

 

    New Digs for Mrs T 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORé 

 

I have just read the Feb Copy of Dem Tull and so enjoyed it that I felt  I must write and tell you so.   It is full 

of interest to those of us who have some  Pitcairn roots. So thanks and keep up the good work. - 
Margo, Auckland 
 

Nice to get Dem Tull again. Thanks for having us on the mailing list. Pitcairn will be a part of our li ves till we 
are dead and maybe beyond. I don't mind a larger file for better pics, b ut up to you. - Mark, Australia 

 
I want to thank you for sending me the pictures today, and the newsletter.   It came  through good and clear.  
I have never seen anything li ke that before there on Pitcairn.  - 

Marie, USA 
 
Many thanks for sending me my first issue of this wonderful, colourful and interesting publication!  It will help 
me stay in touch with what's going on Pitcairn.  -  Rosemary, Auckland 
  

 



 

YACHTING ON PITCAIRN  
TIM TULL ï Unfortunately Timôs page of historic ramblings will not be in this issue.  He apologises, blaming an eye 

infection which makes keyboard and screen nothing but a blur.  His page will be back in the next issue. Instead the 

editor has prepared a nostalgic look to the past, about yachts and yachties through the years. 

 
Here on Pitcairn the yachting season is March to September, during the winter, when weather could be rough and 

unpredictable.  Yachts from Europe and US East Coast travel around in the Caribbean, and a few venture through the 

Panama Canal and out in the ñrealò ocean ï the Pacific.  The most adventurous ones sail the southern route, from Galapagos 

down to Easter Island and across to Pitcairn and on to Mangareva.  But most do the ñmilk runò, following the northern 

ñhighwayò and the trade winds to Marquesas and onwards. 

 

30 and 40 years ago it was a great event when a yacht visited, we gathered at the Edge to see who came ashore, and within a 

day everybody knew the yachties, their names and their faces.  Not so now.  Maybe we are more blasé ï and more 

suspicious? 

 

Until the 1980s we didnôt even have a VHF radio  to make contact with ships or yachts we saw on the horizon, but a 
longboat was launched as soon as one was spotted.  Today we make contact on VHF, and the doctor, the immigration 

officer, the quarantine officer and the mayor usually meet the yacht on arrival to lay down the rules and collect payments 

for  rent of boat and crew, landing fees and passport fees.  No more freebees on Pitcairn. 

 

Pitcairn people made some great friends on yachts in the ñold daysò, and lots of them still keep in contact with islanders.  

Nobody has forgotten the ñNatashaò, which stayed here for a week in 1972.  Captain was Jay Bercaw, he had been mate on 

the legendary brigantine ñYankeeò with the equally legendary captain Irving Johnson, who brought the ñYankeeò here 

seven times on her world cruises.  Wife Gretchen and children Mary Kay, Katrina and Sean completed the crew list.  

 

Another ñYankeeò mate was Arthur Kimberly and wife Gloria on the ñRomanceò, who also visited several times with their 

world-travelling crew, the first time in 1960 after they had bought the ñYankeeò.  

 
And Danny Moreland, the mate from one ñRomanceò trip in 1975,  is in turn bringing the ñPicton Castleò  to visit Pitcairn 

on its world sailings, just like Skipper Tony Anderson of the Canadian SALT cruises, visited here repeatedly on the ñPacific 

Swiftò with a crew of 20-odd young people.  Skipper Danny and the ñPicton Castleò are just now getting ready in 

Lunenburg, Canada, for their around-the-world cruise, due Pitcairn in June/July.  They have offered to carry orders from 

The States for us, so long shopping lists have been prepared, and excitement is building on the island, everyone is looking 

forward to the visit and preparing for the guests.  WELCOME BACK, DANNY!!! 

 

ñGrandpaò on the ñJubileeò who sailed to Pitcairn twice, in 1979  and 1990, - the second time with his young grandson, 

wonôt be forgotten either ï he spent a lot of time with us. 

 

Carl Lipscombe will be remembered not only for his three visits (1975, 1977 and 1989), but for his two boatwrecks.  ñFair 
Windsò in 1975 wrecked in Bounty Bay while he was ashore, and the ñAvivaò  wrecked in Tedside in 1989 while he was 

onboard.  Carl had some serious anchor problems. 

 

The young island men of the early 1980s ï now middleaged men ï still get stars in their eyes when talking about the 

ñArinyaò, captained by Australian Barry Craft and his wife Judy plus three teenage daughters, Tracey, Michelle and Linda, 

who were immensely popular.  The ñArinyaò and crew stayed with us for a whole month, and still keep in touch with Steve 

and Olive. 

 

And in 1990, during our Bicentennial celebration, five yachts were anchored off Tedside ï ñEdnaò, ñTe 

Manuò, ñPacific Swiftò, ñMarco Poloò and the brigantine  ñEye of the Windò ï a unique sight on lonely Pitcairn, where we 

are lucky to see one yacht at the time at anchorage.  We thought then we would never again see five yachts/boats anchored 

off our shores, and then one day end of March we actually had five yachts off Bounty Bay ï the yachting season has started, 
and they are pouring in from Panama and Easter Island. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 

           ROADWORKSé 
The concreting of the Main Road has finally been continued, after the work done in middle of 2006, when the 
road was concreted all the way from the Landing to just below The Square in the middle of Adamstown.  Four 
years later, the men and the concrete truck picked up where they left off, and the paved road now goes 
through Bob's Valley, past Len's house and stops just before the banyan trees.  The plan is to have the road 
paved all the way to the school at Pulau, at the western end of town, when the budget allows. One team of 
men were working at the crusher, in the hills above town, the others on the road itself. 

 

        
 
 

                                       

TOURISM 
By Pitcairn standards the tourist season has been hectic ï both ñClaymore IIò and ñSouthern Crossò have brought 
visiting tourists, staying here with local hosts for two to ten days.  Lots of new faces, a whiff of the outside world beyond 
the horizons and something new and exciting to talk about for a few busy months, not to mention someone new and 
exciting to talk to.  The pool at St Paulôs, the view from Ship Landing Point and Palwa Valley, the climb to and the view 
from Christianôs Cave, the banyan trees in town and up Malai, plus the ñremotenessò of idyllic Tedside all continue to 
fascinate our tourists. 
 

                                   
 

The binoculars set up at Tom Block overlooking St Paulsô and Down Rope have attracted a few photographers.  At a 
cost of over $10.000 surely it is one of the most valuable pieces of equipment on the island.  The Post Office has sold 
less than hundred $1 tokens for its operation, which will make the binoculars, operate for a couple of minutes. Maybe in 
eighty yearsô time it will have paid for itself! 

 

 

Binocular site 


