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Photo on the left is immediately in front of the school steps.  Photo on the right is to the bottom right of 
the middle picture (the boat is not shown).  The middle picture is of the school and the lawn as it is 
normally, drought notwithstanding.  The school steps runs the length of the front of the school house and 
is used as seats for spectators watching games played at school.  The left and right photos were taken in 
March 2011 and show the devastating effect of the long drought.  Fortunately the rain has come and we 
don’t have to go chasing the rain squalls out at sea with buckets.  See Dem Tull, February 2011.   
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  TRIBUTE TO VERNA CARLEAN DOBREY CHRISTIAN 
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Verna Carlean Dobrey Young was born on  
Pitcairn 23rd January 1923 married Raa  
Ivan Christian and had six children.   
Ivan passed away in 1991 and Vanda and  
Ruth also pre deceased her.  
 
Dobreys father, Andrew Young passed  
away on 17 March in 1989 and he was also  
aged 88 years. 
 
Dobrey was a warm and engaging woman,  
full of energy, with an outgoing nature and  
a wonderful rowdy sense of humour.  Ivan  
gave her the pet name “Mag.   
 
 
 
Irma wrote, “Love and Kindness described Dobrey.  As an exceptional and 
gifted human, she provided some comfort to many who had lost their loved 
ones.  All through our life, Dobrey has been a strong and supportive friend to 
me and my family.  Mag had a happy and fun loving nature, jokes was played 
on many occasions, especially our trips to Oeno.  Many good dinner nights 
was had with Mag at both Flatland and Big Fence.  Thank you Mag, you have 
enriched our lives.  In photo, Dobrey and Irma on 11 January 2011. 
 
NOTE:  Leona and Elaine are planning a gathering in rememberance of Mag, 
in Wellington, New Zealand on Saturday, 23 April, 7:30 pm at the SDA 
Church.  All welcomed. 
 

Dobrey passed away just after midnight on the 18th March 2011.  Her grandsons and others immediately started making her 
coffin and kept going all through the early morning.  At daylight six other island men gathered at the cemetery to help dig the 
grave, assisted by the digger.  When the cruise ship Bremen arrived and started sending her passengers ashore, all was ready, 
but put on hold till after the ship left around 3pm.  Steve announced then on VHF radio to the community that the funeral would 
take place at 4.00 pm.  According to her own wish, Dobrey’s funeral services were held at Big Fence, her home for almost 
seventy years.  Her favourite hymns were played and also her grandson Trent’s recording of “Maggie”, another of her favourite 
songs.  The procession carried her coffin along the Main Road to the cemetery, where a community in grief laid her to rest next 
to Ivan.    

 
 




��2���������
 
She was born on Bounty Day, 23 January, which meant her birthday was never forgotten.  Perhaps that is why she was such a 
good fisherman as Bounty Day celebrations are usually celebrated at Bounty Bay with the burning of the replica Bounty at the 
actual spot where the real Bounty was burnt.  Celebrity 
 

She was elected as a Councillor to the Island Council in 1980 and 1981.  Both 
years, Ivan was Chief Magistrate.  She is seated on the left next to Ivan.  Civic 
duty 
  
It is difficult to choose which story to tell about Dobrey, for there are so many.  
But one that has to be told, is how she saved Vula from drowning, they were 
both in their 50s at the time.  They were fishing from the cliffs down Isaac, when 
a freak wave washed Vula off the rock she was standing on and into the 
breakers.  Vula could not swim, and neither could Dobrey, but she jumped in 
after Vula and managed to hold her up, while clinging to the rocks herself, until 
help came.  Vula’s family will be forever grateful for Dobrey’s courage and 
willingness to risk her own life to save another.  Bravery. 

  
A visitor to the island long time ago, staying at Big Fence with Dobrey and her extended family, told of one morning when he 
went out to the duncan  (longdrop toilet – that was all we had until a decade ago), and to his surprise found Dobrey and Ivan 
both sitting there on the double seated  duncan, side by side, contemplating the world and the workday ahead.  And I can tell 
you, hardly nothing “glues” a couple together more than sharing the duncan in the morning – I have 15 years’ experience 
myself.  Kari tull.  Companionship and Camaraderie. 
 
One classic story from way back is when Ivan after his evening bath ran around looking for his belt.  Pitcairn men always used 
to wear knife in their belt, the belt wasn’t mainly to hold their trousers up, but to hook the knife sheath on.  The knife was used 
for cutting ropes, opening coconuts, peeling oranges, whittling – you name it – and Ivan was convinced his Mag had mislaid his 
belt.  He got angry in the end when he could not find it, till Dobrey told him :  “You got it on”, and he looked down his naked 
body where the belt was still hitched around his waist.  He laughed, and declared “Mag, I looooove you!”.  Helpful and 
observant. 
 
Mag, Mag, come here, hurry, hurry, hurry.  Mag rushed to husband thinking something awful had happened.  When she got 
there husband said “I just want to tell you I loooooove you”.  Mags response:  Censored. 
 
In 1992, left behind on Pitcairn with one grandson after usually having a full house of children and grandchildren she baked 
bread.  Forgetting there was only two of them, she forgot to reduce the amount of ingredients and later sent out a call out on 
Channel 16 on the VHF radio for everyone to come and help her and grandson eat the fifteen loaves of bread she had just 
finished baking.  Masterchef 
 
Julie tull:  We arrived on Pitcairn in 1992 when Dad took ill and passed away while we were enroute by ship.  My Australian 
niece Kirsty’s eighth birthday happened to be the day after we arrived.  Knowing we would not be up to putting on a party for 
Kirsty, Dobrey told us she would.  So she cooked a general dinner and invited the whole island to the party which was the 
highlight of Kirstys visit.  Kindness and generosity which we have never forgotten. 
 
Dobrey was known for her thatch weaving into baskets, hats, etc.  One Christmas she weaved the Pitcairn style brimmed hat for 
most of the men and hung them on the Christmas tree.  I have a photo of the men posing wearing their hats but have mislaid it.  
In the photo below right, Dobrey is scraping the thatch from the pandanus palm tree which is used for her weaving.  Julie took 
the photo of her at Oeno in 1992 and can remember her refusing to let us help her scrape the thatch.  Independent and a 
Stubborn stick.     
 
Photos left – right.  1) Is she Mrs Clause or Mrs Elf?  Humorous and funny.  2)  Dobrey and Irma relaxing down the landing 
awaiting dinner from shared fishing.  3)  At home at Big Fence.   4)  Down Oeno in 1992.  (Getting Dobrey to pose for a photo 
was always a challenge).   
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Amania - Their Bounty Girl 
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OVERSEAS TERRITORY MEETING IN NOUMEA 
 

Our Deputy Mayor, Simon Young, attended the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTA) conference in New Caledonia 
27th February to 4th March this year, with representatives from almost every overseas territory, not only the British ones.  
“A joint Position Paper was signed by all Heads of Delegations which set out the proposed framework for the future 
relationship between Overseas Territories and the European Union”. 
 
In his address to the delegates, Simon thanked EU for allocating funds to our infrastructure, and outlined Pitcairn’s 
geographical, demographical and social circumstances, and what we have recently accomplished – new governance 
structure with policies and code of management, our first 5 year strategic plan to focus on our future, the development of 
the new tourism department, and “a thorough and modern constitution incorporating enhanced protection of human 
rights.”   He mentioned the ongoing projects – paving of the main road, tourism and immigration, creating small 
businesses and export items like honey and fish, and the hope of a bilateral agreement with Mangareva to allow free trade 
between our nations. 
 
Simon also had trilateral meetings with the heads of European Union and UK delegation about Pitcairn’s future.  “Finally I 
would like to state that the overseas countries and territories we represent,  though they are extremely diverse in size, 
development and biodiversity, one of the similarities we all share is our love for our land and our people with a desire to 
protect and develop our nation.  And for that I consider it a great privilege to have met and worked with you all now and in 
our future.” 
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PITCAIRN DAY 
 
On 23 March 2011, Council voted for another Public 
Holiday which is to be called “Pitcairn Day”.  It will 
be celebrated on 3 July each year as a celebration of 
the day Pitcairn was first discovered. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Hi Julie and Kari, 
I had to write and say how much I love reading your Pitcairn Newsletter. I like the honesty that you show in “The Back 
Page” as you tell it how it is. Peer pressure of the whole community is better than all the policing that costs $$$s.  Question; 
the “Land Tax”, is this two types of tax or just one. Here in Victoria Australia we have what we call “Local Council Rates” 
which is rated depending on the value of the house/building and land. And if you don’t live in the building then you have an 
extra “Land Tax” for each property that you own. Looks as if Pitcairn Island is changing forever when you have to pay Tax. 
I think that’s sad. Thanks for a great newsletter and please do keep up the good work that you both are doing. Regards,  
Roderick Wall. 
 
(ed:  Rod, the way we understand it,  it is one type of tax, for any land we have registered in our own name, 30c per square meter for 
residents and 50c for absent landowners. This tax  is scheduled to come into effect in April, - according to the law book there has been a 
Land Commission working on this the last years to implement the changes under the new system.)  
 
Ed: Several readers have requested we write about the radio station and the amateur radio activities, so we will when time 
and space permit. 
 

 Dear Julie and Kari – thank you for the wonderful newsletter.  I carefully print it out and share it with family and friends.  
Just wanted you to know. – Wanda, California, USA 

Hi Kari,   
 
Susie and I are hoping yorley are well uptibi.    
 
If you like could you pop the attachment into the next Pitcairn News. 
 
It seems like yesterday that we stood on the bridge of the Melbourne Star watching a little dot on the horizon take shape 
into the famous Pitcairn profile. The almost 20 years has flashed by and a whole lot of things have happened in our personal 
lives and in the life of planet earth. We live in a different world. And Pitcairn has certainly not been immune to the rapid 
pace of change and its effect on our lives. 
 
Susie and I are still living in the bottom corner of Western Australia at Busselton. I am still a pastor and Susie is still a 
midwife. Sometimes we think it’s time to slow down a bit. Sometimes we think that a return to the Island where we left a 
large portion of our hearts would be a most excellent thing to do. 
 
Kai married a lovely young lady, Ellyce Coulson, in November 2009 and they live at Cooranbong. Kai has gone back to 
university to study engineering of some description. He completed degrees in Maths, Physics and Education but thought he 
would like to do some more. He may turn into a professional student! Lazy boy. 
 
Obie married a delightful Thai girl last year. Her name is Da. It’s really a bit longer than just Da but it’s too hard to say. 
They are expecting a baby girl in May this year and we can’t wait to go over and get hold of our first grandchild. Obie 
teaches at an international school in Bangkok. He received a Masters degree in Education a few years back after not using 
his first degree in Banking and Finance. 
 
Fritha is to be wed on October 1 of this year. She is marrying a guy named Sean Badani, of French decent. This year she 
will finally complete her Masters degree in Accounting. She has just landed a new job with some mining company with 
head offices in Perth. I cannot understand how anyone could possibly enjoy working with numbers and statistics and stuff. I 
remember trying to keep the books for the Pitcairn Island church and what a time consuming job that was for me. I used to 
keep a little box with money in the locked cupboard of my office and adjust the monies either way a few cents to match my 
terrible figures. Don’t tell my bosses! 
 
Anyway, with the kids all gone and basically off our hands it’s a bit sad. We have reached that stage in our lives when we 
are thinking about what the next phase will be. But what we are absolutely confident about is that the God who has been our 
friend all these years is not about to let us down and that he who began a good work in us will carry it on to completion 
when Jesus comes again. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
MARK ELLMOOS 
Editor:  Mark and Sue were Pastor and Nurse on Pitcairn in 1992 – 1993. 



 
 

THE BACK PAGE 
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“Malcolm advised Council that with the economic problems in the UK the island budget overall 
needed to remain at the same monetary figure as last year thus any divisions seeking increases would 
need to make decreases in other areas to allow for these.  He said the only increase that had been 
accepted was for pensions and child allowances.  He further advised due to the lack of increases in 
salary there would be no increase in power and phone charges this financial year.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harts et.  Ef yorley wunta tull, tulla Kari orn Pitcairn or Julie in New Zealand on uptibi@hotmail.com 
and julie@customcredit.co.nz 
 

 

Back issues of Dem 
Tull can be found on: 
www.demtullpitcairn.com  


