
 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:    Pitcairn keeps on keeping on despite all the recent bad publicity yet again.   To 
counterbalance my comments on the back page the front page article is a boring piece about some of our friends who, 
to our amazement manages to outsmart us from time to time.  Once again Timothy Young has contributed a couple of 
articles for����������	
��
�� He has a great passion for Pitcairn History and our ancestors and I am grateful for his 
regular contribution.  He is currently in seventh heaven cataloguing artifacts in the Museum.    
 
 
BIRDBRAINED OR BRAINY 
 
The only farm type animal on Pitcairn is goats.  We are lucky in that we do not have any dangerous or poisonous 
animals, reptiles or insects except we do have very large scary looking spiders which are harmless to humans.  
Lizards and cockroaches are real pests although in recent years, with 
insecticides, we are able to control cockroaches in the homes.   As pets 
we have five dogs, all imported from New Zealand and a few pet cats 
although our cat population was almost lost when the ‘rat pile’ came to 
Pitcairn in the 1990’s to try to eradicate our rat population which continue 
to be a real problem.  While goats run wild at the back of the island, their 
numbers are small and few people eat their meat.   
 
Early this year three families had four kid goats for pets.   In 1960’s and 
1970’s my family had a pet billy goat we named Billy.  It grew into a very 
large billy goat gruff with very large horns.  One day Mum was in the 
kitchen cooking and she turned around and there was Billy staring at her.  
They continued to stare at each other for a long, long time until Dennis 
came home and rescued mum.  The last straw came when Billy almost 
drowned when he climbed on top of our water well and fell in.  Pitcairn had built a goat pen at Tautama to keep the 
wild goats away from the vegetable gardens.  Many times we took Billy out to the goat pen and many times he came 
back home.  We took him in the tractor so that he couldn’t smell his way back home, but he did.  We took him around 
the back of the island by boat, but he still came back home.   Not as dumb as we thought. 
 
One of our amazing pets is our frigate birds.  Birdie has been our pet for at least 20 years.  We do not keep him in a 
cage.  He disappears for months at a time and returns staying for weeks before disappearing again.  He whistles when 
he arrives, when he is hungry and again after he has eaten.   The whistling is his way of telling us he is hungry.  After 

his feed he whistles a thank you.  So as not to spoil him and take away his 
hunting skills we try to feed him only once every second day.  When I was 
there we thought he was either getting sick or lazy when he kept on 
whistling for food twice a day, every day.  After a few weeks we realized we 
were actually feeding him and a friend and they took turns coming into eat 
and sitting on the perch in the garden.  Not as bird-brained as we thought. 
 
Most of you have heard of Mrs T (pictured eating pawpaw and bananas) 
who is at least 50 plus years old.  She is everyone’s friend.  A few folks 
regularly take turns tracking her down in her wild habitat and feeding her.  
When the Eco trail was built, a special area was made for her.  She didn’t 
like it and pined for the freedom of Tedside.  So she was taken back to her 
familiar territory but some say she appears not as friendly as she used to 

be which could be her way of holding a grudge against us for moving her against her will.  Clever lady who obviously 
has a good memory.  Maybe menopausal memory problems don’t affect Turpins.     
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BOUNTY'S WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION  – Timothy Young tull  
  
The Bounty was outfitted on her famous voyage with a number of 
weapons.  She was by no means a warship, and her weapons were 
more for a deterrent to hostile natives and pirates.  She sported only 
four 4-pounder cannons, and ten ½ pound railing-mounted swivels.  
Along with these there were muskets, cutlasses, pistols, and at least 
one musketoon.  As ammunition for the cannons and hand weapons, 
there were issued cannonballs, bar shot (to cut rigging and spars), 
grape shot (used to fire in crowds with deadly effect), grenades, and 
musket and pistol balls.  Most of these eventually made their way to 
Pitcairn on the Bounty.  All the cannons and swivels were still aboard 
when Matthew Quintal burned the ship in 1790, but the muskets, 
cutlasses, axes etc. were taken ashore.  There they played a part in the 
bloody opening years of the small community.  Over time the items were 
forgotten and disappeared.  However, over the years, many of them 
have resurfaced, some literally.  All the four cannon have been 
recovered from the wreck (the last in 1999), and several swivels also 
(one recovered as early as 1845).  The axe (called on Pitcairn the 
"Bounty Hatchet") which was used to kill the Tubuaian chief Titahiti, as 
well as Matthew Quintal, is mounted in the museum, numerous 
cannonballs and swivel balls have been taken from the Bounty wreck, 
and in 1999 many items were recovered and taken to the Museum of 
Tropical Queensland in Australia for preservation.  Most are now back in the islands museum, and provide a 
treasure-trove of "Bounty weapons."  In the photograph below (with Benjamin Christian-Webb kneeling next to them 
to give an idea of scale), are assembled the items in the museum.  In the top row is the axe, and just below it is a 
trigger-guard for an 18th century musket, believed to have come off the Bounty, along with a few musket balls.  Next 

to them are two swivels.  The larger intact one was recovered in 
1845, and today sits below the Bounty anchor in Adamstown's 
main square.  Beside it is a swivel recovered in 1973.  It is heavily 
corroded, and beside it are fragments which have fallen off, which 
still bear the letters 1.1 near the pommel.  In front, from left to right 
lie a grenade and a selection of cannonballs (larger) and swivel 
balls (smaller).  In the inset is a picture of a fragment of a bar shot, 
the only one found so far.  The other photo is of a Bounty cannon, 
recovered by Len Brown in July, 1973, now sitting in his front yard 
on the Main Road.  Another cannon, after having undergone 
treatment, is expected back later this year. 

 
PITCAIRNERS IN NEW ZEALAND 
 

Remember the Southern Salvor ?  It was the ship which carried our supplies to Pitcairn before the Tapora.  Well, if 
it’s not in India by now, being delivered to new owners, it soon will be.  Jason Warren who was one of the crew on 
board during its contract with Pitcairn carried on working for the new owner after it was sold.  He is a member of the 
crew on his way to India and visiting many exotic ports along the way.  Mum, Suzanne was worried the ship would not 
make it to India in one piece and has been nervously biting her nails and jumping each time the phone rings fearing 
it’s a call from Interpol with bad news.  I hope Jason will tull for ���������	
��  about his trip when I can nail him down 
on his return.    
 

Christian McNabney, Steve and Olive’s grandson celebrated his third birthday with a pizza party at his home.  
 

   

    



LILY WARREN –  Timothy Young tull  
  
Lily Alice Butler was born to Alice Sophia McCoy, and to John Peter Butler (Peter) on May 19th, 1878.  Peter Butler 
was a crewmember on the vessel Khandeish, which foundered on Oeno Island in 
September, 1875.  In the same year she was born he left his wife and the island.  
She had a twin sister, Rosalind Eliza Butler, who went on to marry Parkin 
Christian.  Lily herself married George Francis Chris Warren in early 1897, and 
she gave birth to their first son Burley in that same year.  Together they would 
have four more children, Christopher (died within a year), Christopher Stanhope 
Warren (Christy), Ernest Wilfred Warren (Wilfred), and the final being Wallace 
Maynard Warren (Maynard) in 1904.  Wilfred Warren, served in World War II, 
and died in Australia during the war.  Burley, Maynard, and Christopher (Christy) 
all married and settled down on Pitcairn.  Lily distinguished herself in Pitcairn 
history by serving as the islands midwife for over 50 years.  In recognition for her 
services to the community in this capacity she was awarded the OBE (Order of 
the British Empire) by Queen Elizabeth II.  She was among the people mentioned 
in Luis Mardens 1957 article on Pitcairn, and Lily was photographed, wearing her 
medal.  George died a couple of years later, on September 2nd, 1959.  Lily 
survived him by just over a decade, passing away on September 17th, 1969.  She 
was survived by her sons Christy and Maynard, as well as several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  She was remembered as a kind and gentle woman, and her name is not forgotten on 
Pitcairn. 

 
BOB'S VALLEY NEWS.   
 

The men in Bob's Valley have been very busy on work projects.  They spent weeks working on the Tedside road , and 
it is almost like a highway now, without rolling rocks and deep ruts.  Let's hope it will keep that way, beyond the next 
heavy downpour, which usually makes the steep Tedside road treacherous and slippery and dangerous. 
  
The school building at Pulau has had no shelves since it was built in late 2006, except for some bookshelves  in the 
library, so the Bobs Valley (BV) guys were given the task of building seven sets of shelves, two for the preschool room 
and five for the main school.  Books are now kept on shelves instead of in boxes and cartons on the floor, toys and  
teacher resources likewise. 
  
Eleven park benches  are at the moment stacked in the yard in Bob's Valley, ready to be transported out to Palwa 
Valley, Ships Landing Point, St Paul's and other sightseeing stops for weary tourists to have a rest.  
  
The old tennis court premises in Aute Valley  have had a touch-up by BV guys, too.  They took down the rusty old 
shed by the court, and built a brand new shed for the picnic area, 
  
The path walk by McCoy's have been improved by them, and they also cut and deliver firewood  for McCoy's, the 
doctor and of course for their own use in Bob's Valley. 
  
Almost every day they have motorbikes or motorised equipment delivered for repairs , and they always do an 
excellent job, the only garage/repair shop on the island - and free of charge!! 
  
The last couple of months they have been getting into shape themselves, walking  up to Palwa Valley - and back, 
two mornings a week, and doing shorter walks the other mornings, when it is not raining.  Their walks have inspired 
others with middle age pouch (and not) and we have seen more pedestrians than ever around town and up in the hills, 
trying to challenge the BV guys in fitness and weight loss.  When the BV guys are out walking with the correction 
officers, they are not approached by residents.  Walking is also a way of saving petrol as petrol prices bite harder on 
Pitcairn because of the additional cost of the drum and freight.   
 

MAIL STATISTICS FOR MAY:   In:  142  Out:  137   
______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
11 May 2008 was the fourth anniversary of the Search and Rescue incident involving Randy and Doctor Tom.  Today, 
Doctor Tom sent and email to some on Pitcairn reminiscing of this horror day. For those who may not know, 11 May 
2004 was a day when the sea was ‘white smooth’ like a mill pond.  Many went fishing in their own canoes.  Dr Tom 
and Randy went on a tour of the island in Randys boat so that Dr Tom can take photographs.  Gudgeon is a cave with 
a sandy beach inside and popular for explorers, a journey Randy would have done many times before.   In entering 
the cave the unexpected and unpredictable force of nature in the form of a huge wall of water hit them once, 
swamping the boat, then twice sinking it.  In the churning waters and complete darkness they managed to reach the 
beach, injured and exhausted.   Later in the day when everyone had returned to the Landing from their fishing trips, 
concern set in when Randy and Dr Tom hadn’t returned.  A search and rescue was mounted and debris from their 
wrecked boat was discovered at the entrance to the cave.   Steve Christian, Jay, Mason and Jason Warren risked their 
lives swimming through that wall of water in fear, not for themselves, but for what they would discover inside.   While 
Randy could have swum through that wall of water and safety, he knew Dr Tom wouldn’t be able to make it so he 
stayed behind with him.  But then Randy knew his fellow Pitcairners.  He knew their strengths and that they would put 
their lives at risk if it meant saving their loved ones.        



BITS AND PIECES 
 
May was the Government official’s changeover time .   The Braveheart arrived on 27 May with five (down from six) 
corrections officers, Doctor Mads husband, Melanie Tankard the new Governors Representative, Michael James 
Cleeton the new Community Police Officer from New Zealand, Dobrey, Brenda and Mike Lupton-Christian.  Departing 
on 30 May were six corrections officers, Kevin Kneebone the temporary community police officer, Mark Waller the 
outgoing Governors representative and Pastor Ray and Ann Codling who were leaving on their prearranged furlough.   
�
Following on from last months article on Anzac Day, Pastor Ray arranged two sing-along evenings  during May.  Up 
to 30 islanders gather at the Square around 5.30 pm for an early dinner together, and then spend two hours in church, 
singing gustily along with Gaither DVD shown on the big screen, where before we used to watch old Faith for Today 
programs from The States.  The last evening was special as it was also a farewell, albeit temporarily, for Pastor Ray 
and Anne.  They will return in three months time on the next Braveheart rotation. 
  
Browns Bakery is still going strong.  Each fortnight there is a competition where four to six boxes or items of 
groceries are donated by last time winners for guessing their weight.  Ben has been lucky winning four times in a row.  
He has almost beaten Pauline’s winning record.  Last time he won a bag of Leas home baked sweetened biscuits but 
he had already bought a bag from her before he knew he had won.  Lucky he loves them but it also means he had to 
make up a box full of goodies for next time. 
 
Leon Salts employment case was dismissed by the Court of Appeal, according to an article in the NZ Herald who 
knew about the verdict before he did.   Legal comment on the result of one of the issues argued, is of the view that the 
Court of Appeal is of a mind to rewrite current law in favour of employers.  We understand one of the three judges was 
a personal friend of the other party and while no one is suggesting that fact influenced the result it sure taints it.  We 
can’t understand why someone of such high standing would place themselves in a position of query.   
 
Home Detention – the man who was on Home Detention was granted parole in May.  Another man who had hoped to 
be granted Home Detention in May is still waiting for a hearing.  Oops – they only sent five correction officers believing 
there will be one less in Bobs Valley. 
 
Special Birthday  – David Brown celebrated his 21st birthday with a party.  He has also bulldozed the site he has 
chosen for building his house.  Congratulations David. 
 
The Fish Fry club held a get together of catching and eating fish on 25 May. 
 
Internet Shopping – In an earlier edition we reported that Pitcairn has discovered internet shopping i.e. Ebay, 
TradeMe, Ferrit, Amazon, etc.  I regularly receive packages of goodies bought online by Ben and others and I pack 
them up and deliver them to the container on Container Day a regular date in my calendar.  Some use the Pitcairn 
Administration Office address for delivery.   The last container closed on 7 May and by 26 May the Pitcairn Admin 
office had received approximately 35 packages for the next ship.  Space is a premium in commercial offices and this 
has become a problem.  In a public meeting on 26 May an email from the office requested private individuals find 
alternative addresses for delivery.  There are three months between containers and in three months we can 
accumulate many packages. 
 
UPDATES: 
Pitcairn’s store  will be in the news for some time yet as public meetings are held to gather consensus on what is 
needed, realistically for the building of the new store which was a co-operative when the islanders started it up in the 
1960s, but now it is government property, and has been for a while.  At the moment DFID (Department for 
International Development) has plans for a new store building and the community is very involved in the plans.  
Christy's old house land at Bobs Valley has finally been confirmed as the site with the project expected to cost over $1 
million.  The store staff, who 20 years ago were not paid at all, now receives some remuneration, but the new store 
staff will be paid Pitcairn’s standard hourly rate, like all other government employees.  The proposed new store will be 
in two stories, each 24x14 meter, a huge building in the middle of Adamstown, with a cool room 3.6x6 meter and 
a walk in freezer the same size.  Our present public generators don’t have the capacity to supply the needed power to 
the new store, and there are worries that the cost of power will eat up the store's profit.  A yearly deficit of around 
$60,000 is projected based on current proposals and we need to go back to the drawing board as DFID will not invest 
in a white elephant.  We have to prove the new store is sustainable. 
 
Windmills are still on the agenda.  In a public meeting chaired by Pastor Ray the public was updated with the latest 
information.  There appears to be concern that reduced cost to the consumer and level of subsidy for power use won’t 
be achieved.  There is also a question mark over whether it will achieve the ultimate aim of 24 hour power as the cost 
would average approximately $139,000 against current payments of $42,000 pa.  It also appears current house 
building projects will bring to the maximum what Pitcairn’s current power supply can cope with.  The store will need its 
own generator. 
 
Make up of a family – as it applies to restricted access to cruise ships has still not been resolved.  In a public meeting 
it was agreed that various suggestions should be considered and discussed in the next round of public meetings. 



THE BACK PAGE – The contents of this page may not be what some of you may want to read.  But that Book and many articles 
published in May 2008, especially in the New Zealand and Australian print media have spawned hate emails to some Pitcairn 
women and I believe we need to start setting the record straight.  A sample of one such hate email is as follows:   
 
From:  C------ F----- Date:  05/30/08 16:47:55 To: xxxxxx    I have just finished reading Kathy Marks' book about Pitcairn and felt 
compelled to write to you.  It is a terrible story and what those animals did to those poor girls made my blood boil.  That said, you 
really stood out as the most revolting character of the piece, you come across as a ham fisted, dim witted, mean minded, lardy 
arsed skank. I do not know how you could summon up the courage to look in the mirror each morning.  CF   
 

Ponder this :  Complainant charged an accused for “groping her while swimming in Bounty Bay when she was 12 years old.  Over a 
period of many months, worldwide publicity branded accused a child rapist.  7 October 2004 accused appeared in the Pitcairn 
courts before Chief Justice Charles Blackie on groping charge.  8 October 2004  In an article Kathy Marks tells the world 
complainant told the court …She could remember the incident clearly……’.  Claire Harvey tells the world she told the court ‘…after 
the incident and managed to avoid him from then until she left the island at age 15…”  24 October 2004   Accused acquitted in court 
i.e. found NOT GUILTY .  5 November 2004 Complainant emailed accuseds wife saying “(accused) can hide behind you but he is 
just as guilty as the others.  He is just lucky that no one else testified.  It is between him and God now”.  4 June 2007  Letter of 
apology from complainant to accused and wife  “….I now accept there is doubt about (accused) involvement and I am pleased 
the court acquitted him.”   
 

That book appears to applaud the complainant’s apology then went on to say “She the (complainant) “has no doubts about the 
other men who assaulted her””.  But what about this second accused whom she accused of sexual abuse?  Months after she 
accused him she invited him and his wife to her wedding – they didn’t go.  Then after three years of anguish and financial pain 
fighting extradition orders, in 2005 charges were dropped against second accused because “…..the complainant  stands by her 
statement as to the offending against her but she has recently expressed uncertainty as to the identity of the offender.” .  3 years it 
took.   
  

Then there is a third accused where her memory played tricks again.  In her statement she was very clear about what, where and 
how but couldn’t remember the name of the third person in the bed with them.  She remembered who was in the middle and about 
the blanket and what the man did, just not the name of the witness to verify the assault.  That same complainant sent one man to 
prison and two on community service.   PROOF BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT?  This is what we have been up against.  It 
doesn’t stop with this one complainant.  Is it any wonder the Pitcairn women have stood behind their men – because we do.   
 

This same complainant became a star appearing in a television documentary, print media all around the world and in a glossy 
magazine.  At the same time she was telling the world she wasn’t game enough to have children because of the abuse, she was 
telling another group she was starting IVF treatment.  She told the world she was going back to Pitcairn to heal the place.  She 
loves giving interviews to the press but sometimes the interviews can rebound on you.  Referring to her, Kathy Marks writes: she is  
“Clever and articulate, (the complainant) could play a leading role in a reborn Pitcairn.”  While the following is a rehash of 
information to some of you it is appropriate to insert the following:   The complainant who has a university degree in the field of 
medicine, in 1990 as an adult, told a large television audience in a 60 Minutes documentary that “Pitcairn is freeeee and the only 
thing her parents had to worry about when they were children, was them falling of cliffs.  To the Island Council in 2000 in a letter 
which circulated around the world in group emails for years, while we all praised her for taking on the British, she demanded 
answers to why Pitcairn women around the world were being contacted regarding sexual offending.  She finished her letter with 
“United we stand, divided we fall”.  In 2002 she told Kathy Marks who published the following “….(complainant), says a culture of 
abuse is ‘nonsense’ adding “It’s a fantastic place”…. In 2004 she told Kathy Marks who published the following “ ….The trial had to 
happen…”   She is found to be a credible witness, clever and articulate while Pitcairn’s men and Pitcairn itself is branded ‘Evil 
Pitcairn’ by Marks.  The complainant left Pitcairn for three months in August 2007.  In September 2007 a NZ Queens Council was 
engaged by the victims to sue the Governor for compensation.   We are watching to see if the Governor will admit the Queens 
Council to the Pitcairn Bar to enable him to sue him.    
 

To CF  - the accused that was found not guilty has been and still is branded to the world as a child rapist.  Mud sticks.  When 
traveling internationally he carries a letter from the courts otherwise he would be turned away at most borders.  If that accused was 
your brother, your father or your son would you stand up and fight for him?  We do.   
 
Ka thy Marks write:  “The prison, a short walk from their homes, has oce an views and spacious cells with ensuite 
bathrooms .”  
 

At Bobs Valley there are two ‘outside’ long drop toilets, side by side with no covered access from the elements.  An unwritten rule 
is, one for the corrections officers, and one for the inmates.  Inside their cells during lockdowns (all night) they have a urinal each 
with no flushing mechanism.  If they use it for number 1’s then they need to fill buckets with water and manually flush the waste 
away.  For number 2’s they were initially supplied with ordinary cheap plastic buckets. The buckets were low and the lightweight 
plastic were at risk of collapsing under the men’s weight, if they managed to succeed in squatting so low, and had no cover to 
minimize the smell.  Those buckets have since been replaced with camping style loo buckets which the men empties each morning 
into the outside long drop toilets.  They were supplied, some months later, following a distressing night of illness and diarrhea when 
one of the men had no choice but to go to the toilet (number 2) in the shower, time and again during the night, after his request and 
pleas to be escorted to the outside long drop toilet was denied.  Kathy Marks couldn’t be more wrong when she implies the men 
have it good.  Having completely new corrections officers every three months who impose different rules and different standards is 
not recommended, except for Pitcairn.  You can only glimpse a small view of the ocean when standing on the verandah while 
looking out over Pitcairn’s graveyard.  Valley in the dictionary has the meaning “low area more or less enclosed by hills” – in the 
case of Bobs Valley it is in a ditch surrounded by tall trees.  But if you chop the trees down you will have fantastic views.    That 
applies just about everywhere on Pitcairn given that Pitcairn’s size is 2 x 1 mile and the village is set on the top of a rock.   
 

On 30 May 2008 Ewart Barnsley reviewed that book . A quote from his review said he became one of ““the chosen six” – the only 
media allowed by British authorities to report to an astonished world from Pitcairn in 2004….” We already knew that, in another 
article he said they were “handpicked”.  HE SAID: In the review “Marks bring credit to her profession:  she was fair and 
fearless…….”  SHE SAID: In the book she praised him for chopping the wood and burning the copper so that she can have a hot 
shower and she owed a special debt to him for supplying his uncut interviews.  Mutual admiration from a pair who lived together.  
Barnsley is right though when he said “Stories still remain to be told”.      
  
HARTS ET, EF ANYBODY WUNT A TULL, TULLA ME ORN julie@customcredit.co.nz.  HOORAY 


