
                                                                                          

 
 
 
JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:  After some absence the French Navy is back.  My mum had a birthday party.  
Timothy writes about Rosalind Young.  A roof on one of the abandoned buildings at Taro Ground blew off in the strong 
winds, the yachts continue to visit and the Island Council discusses Dem Tull in their May meeting. 
 
         

 

HANDY RANDY & DAUGHTER 
 

 
Pitcairns cottage industry is experiencing mixed fortunes at the moment.  
The worlds financial crisis has impacted on Pitcairn too.  Trading on 
cruise ships aren’t as good as before and some expect trading will be 
down again next year.   Wages are the same but prices have increased 
with some subsidies reduced with Pitcairn being under budgetary aid and 
Britians financial system in meltdown.  Power, telephone, internet prices 
have increased and it appears so will freight charges with suggestions of 
an increase from $350 to $455 per cubic metre on some store goods to 
help offset losses in the store was mooted in council.  So we are 
tightening our belts too.  Do we buy new or do we fix and patch the old?  
Ask “fixer upper” 
Randy of Handy 
Randy’s.  He needed 
to increase his helpers 

from zero to one.  Guess who got the job?  None other than two year 
old daughter Adrianna.  The way she is holding that spanner to tighten 
that loose screw, one would think she is a pro and has been doing it all 
her life.  Not sure if she likes the grease on her hands though, but 
there certainly is no dress in sight.  On Pitcairn there is no difference in 
paid hourly rates for experience or qualifications.  So in a real life 
situation, very experienced grease monkey daddy will earn the same 
hourly rate as very young and inexperienced grease monkey daughter.   
Adriannas name sake is The Honourable Adrian Cooke, Queens 
Council, a retired Australian Federal Court judge who spent 
considerable time in the Pitcairn courts as one of our private defence 
lawyers.   I’m sorry Adrian but it looks like Adrianna won’t be following you into law.   
 
 

PITCAIRN ISLAND SCHOOL TAKES PART IN A WORLDWIDE VI DEO LINK 
 
 
On 19 May 2009 the children from our school talked to classrooms in up to 30 different countries.  The World Video 
Conference project allowed students and teachers to bring them face to face to discuss world issues.  The Pitcairn 
children had 20 minutes to make its presentation.  Great news we can now take advantage of the technology now on 
Pitcairn.   
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A VERY BIG THANK YOU FOR CELEBRATING MY MUM IRMA CH RISTIANS BIRTHDAY 
 

 
On 3 June 2009 mum turned 83 years old.  You will have read in this 
newsletter and Miscellany that most birthdays are usually celebrated 
with public dinners.  Mum didn’t want a party. She said she was too 
old and couldn’t cope with the hard work spring cleaning the house 
and then cooking for a large number of people.  Leading up to her 
special day I spoke with her daily and she was becoming quite 
agitated because many were saying they were coming to dinner.  
And many came.  But all mum had to do was sweep the floor.  Many 
hands took over the cooking.  When I rang her on the day to see 
how things were going she was so chuffed, someone had just 
dropped off the cooked baked rice and baked beans.  Someone else 
had collected the raw meat and chickens to cook.  Someone else 
was baking the bread.  Usually when sharing fish the raw fish would 
be dropped off for scaling, gutting, cleaning and cooking.  Today 
they went fishing and the fish arrived cooked.  Presents were 

dropped off.  She said, “Jule I wish you can see the flowers I’ve been given they are so beautiful”.  At 9.30 pm Pitcairn 
time we were still anxious so Ben rang mum for progress and she sounded so happy and with all the noise of the fun 
and laughter in the background, Ben said, “aw I wish I was there too”.  The next day mum couldn’t stop talking about 
how well things went and how much help everyone gave.  There was no dirty dishes left, that was all done before the 
guests and friends went home.  I’m so glad you ignored her wish not to have a party.  You all made her day.    
 
 

 

TIMOTHY YOUNG TULL about ROSALIND AMELIA YOUNG NIEL D 
 

 
Rosalind Amelia Young is a well-known name 
which is recognised by most that are acquainted 
with Pitcairn.  One of her most notable 
accomplishments was in writing a book of 
Pitcairn’s history entitled Mutiny of the Bounty 
and Story of Pitcairn Island 1790-1894.  It is 
largely thanks to her that a lot of Pitcairn history 
did not disappear. 
 
Rosalind Amelia Young was born on August 
13th, 1853, the daughter of Simon and Mary 
Young.  As an infant, she left Pitcairn on the 
mass migration to Norfolk Island, only to return 
with her family in 1864.  Intelligent and curious, 
she listened avidly to Elizabeth Mills, who told 
her of the events of her own life.  Using a lot of 
what she was told, Rosalind Young collected a 

great deal of Pitcairn’s history, often relating it in letters to various friends overseas, 
and also in her eventual book. 

 
Besides being a writer, Rosalind served as a teacher, and kept up the children’s education 
until the Seventh-day Adventists took over the schooling late in the 1800’s.  She travelled 
abroad, and married David Nield in 1907, in Auckland. 
 
Rosalind Amelia Young Nield died on February 1st, 1924.  Although she had no children of 
her own, she has many relatives still living on Pitcairn today.  She will always be known as 
a chronicler of Pitcairn’s early history. 
  
PICTURES: 
-          A Photo of Rosalind Amelia Young Nield. 
-          A Photo of Rosalind Amelia Young and her husband David Nield on their 
        wedding day. 
-         The grave of Rosalind Amelia Young Nield today. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

FRENCH NAVY SHIP VISITS 
 
The French Navy ships used to be regular visitors to Pitcairn but in 
recent years their visits tailed off.  But they are back.  On the 20th in the 
morning the French Navy ship "La Tapageuse" arrived on a friendly visit, 
and stayed till the next day. The crew came ashore during the day and 
did some sightseeing, and the islanders took up the challenge to play a 
game of soccer as well as volleyball with them on the field in Aute 
Valley.  Not too sure who won what, but it was a lot of fun and sweat and 
energy, and the day was concluded with a public dinner at The Square, 
with speeches and presentations by both the captain of the "La 
Tapageuse" and our mayor Mike.  In prominent display on the food table 
at the square were French bread supplied by the ship. 
 

The ship looks small and subject to rolling almost make me seasick looking at the roll in the photo to the right 
 

 
Volleyball at Aute Valley                                            Eating at the square under the new roof 
 

 
                                                                          THE COOKS 

 
       More eating – hope you Pitcairners off island can see whos who. 
 

 
 
 



BITS AND PIECES 
 
The month of May brought the usual activities - bakery at The Square once,  a Fish Fry also at The Square, a public 
dinner followed by singing with Gaither music-DVDs in the church, with Carol's Wednesday takeaway and Christian 
Cafe Friday nights.  

The men have been busy with the LANDING 
PROJECT, working on shifts to crush rocks, 
pour concrete and extend the jetty's width to 
avoid seaspray and to make room on supply 
ship day.  At this stage they have made 43 of 
the huge concrete acmans which you can 
see in the picture, which interlock and 
hopefully will withstand heavy seas.  The 
men reckon they would be able to build their 
own breakwater the same way if the funding 
was available, by extending gradually and 

keep on dumping the acmans in the right place.  But the latest news we got, was that DFID has decided the alternative 
harbour in Tedside is what they prefer, though it will cost millions and is not handy to Adamstown, so a brand new 
road has to be built and concreted. 
 

A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON PARKIN CHRISTIAN -  Howdy 
Julie,  With the coming of warm, summer-like weather here in Northern California 
the energy level of Old Man Ford is rising considerable, so much so, in fact, that I'm 
getting started on a little book about Parkin, to be simply titled "Parkin of Pitcairn."  
Through the years, including accompanying Parkin for a goodly number of days 
while he was here in the U.S. of A. twice, and the contributions of many people, I 
have at hand quite a pile of letters, clippings (do you call them "cuttings" - from 
newspapers? - and lots of photos and other stuff.  But there is a lot missing, 
including the testimony of people who knew Parkin on the Island, those who have 
stories to tell about him, some of the important things that went on on the Island 
during his several times as Chief Magistrate, etc, etc.  All that being so, and 
knowing of the good and far reach of your really great PITCAIRN NEWS, I'm 
wondering if you might find space in your next issue for a request for any and all 
who knew or had anything to do with Parkin to send me anything they can recall 
about that giant of a man.  Here's what I have in mind; if it's too long you can use your editorial knife to cut it down to 
size of course:   
 
Did you know, or know something about Parkin Christian?  If so, Herb For d at the Pitcairn Islands Study 
Center would like to get snail or e-mail from you about it.  He rb is writing a little book titled "Parkin of 
Pitcairn," and he'd like to include your recollections of Parki n in it.  Whether serious or funny, all your 
thoughts about Parkin will be appreciated.  Send to: hford@puc.edu , or to Herb Ford, 1 Angwin Avenue, 
Angwin, CA 94508 USA. 
 
I visited Pony (Iris Warren) one of his granddaughters who live in Auckland and told her of Herbs request.  She has 
this oil painting of her granddad hanging in pride of place on her lounge wall which is a very good likeness of him.  
Parkin lived his last years with Pony and her late husband Langford here in Auckland. 
 

PITCAIRNERS HELP OUT SPACE STATION SCIENTISTS   -  HERB FORD TULL :  In the early 
morning of Friday, May 15, several people on this small island will begin photographing a unique space event that will 
be visible to the unaided eye only from Pitcairn and Easter islands.  In cooperation with a request by NASA, at shortly 
after 5 a.m., on May 15 the Pitcairners will begin photographing a man-made, fish-hook-shaped cloud in the eastern 
sky created by the venting of a large amount of ammonia into space from the International Space Station (ISS).  The 
possibly glowing, fish-hook-shaped cloud will appear to be attached to a bright point of light which will be the ISS, 
according to a  NASA spokesman.     Herb Ford tul l again :  The people at NASA in Houston, Texas were really 
pleased and thankful for the good cooperation they got from the Pitcairn people relative to the pass over the Island's 
eastern sky of the International Space Station on May 15.  I think that the news about that cooperation really made the 
Pitcairn people look good to the world.   
 
JOLLYS NEW SHIP is finally coming.  Her maiden voyage to Pitcairn will leave Auckland in August.  The ship is 
chartered under contract with Pitcairn and the fares and freight are heavily subsidized.  When I was in Wellington for 
this years Bounty Day celebrations are lot of you were interested in how much it would cost to travel to Pitcairn when 
the new service is in operation as we understand the ship will service tourists between Pitcairn and Mangareva on a 
regular basis when not in service between NZ and Pitcairn carting supplies.  Hopefully I will be able to tell you the 
definite cost next month.  There have been indicative fares mentioned in previous Council meetings and recently the 
Commissioner announced there will be a surcharge of $100 per day per person on the NZ to Pitcairn run which 
journey will be longer than the seven days the container ships used to take.  In the May Council meeting council asked 
if the surcharge could be reviewed.  Will let you know when I know.  �  
 



THE BIG STORM -   Kari Young tull:   After the 
big storm we had in the beginning of the month, the 
landscape was scarred for quite a while.  Up at the former 
radio station at Taro Ground on top of the island the tin 
roof had blown off one of the storage sheds, and the men 
went up to salvage what could be saved and throw away 
items too old and damaged for future use.  The old 
transmitter used in contacting Fiji and later NZ for traffic 
by morse was handled with love and care, but is now a 
museum piece.  Morse keys, spare valves and equipment 
from way back when, even one-party telephones as well as tins of paint, tools and building 
materials was salvaged for nostalgia or carried to the rubbish tip.  Note the one where Dave 

is looking through old station log books.  We found the one where they made contact with me on the first ship when I 
arrived here a century ago – in November 1973.  

 
 
FORMER DEPUTY GOVERNOR JOHN YAPP - In a previous edition of Dem Tull I included a piece quoted from 
newspaper articles about former Pitcairn Deputy Governor John Yapp who at the time, according to news reports, was 
removed from his then posting as a diplomat in Belize because of reported inappropriate behavior.  I am very pleased 
to report that he sued the press in the UK courts and won.   The following is an apology by the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper:   
 
THE APOLOGY FROM THE MAIL ON SUNDAY 12 APRIL 2009 - British Diplomat paid damages by Mail on Sunday.  
“In articles on July 27, August 3 and August 17, 2008, we said the diplomat John Yapp had been moved from his post 
as British High Commissioner in Belize over allegations of inappropriate behaviour towards women at a social event 
there.  We are happy to make clear that an official enquiry exonerated Mr Yapp of these allegations.  He continues to 
work for the Foreign Office and is eligible for further diplomatic appointments overseas.  We apologise for the distress 
caused and have paid damages and Mr Yapp’s legal costs.” 
 
Pitcairners are good at categorizing Government officials into adjectives and some especially in the not too distant 
past have been given the very big thumbs down.  But some of us believe John Yapp was a Good Un and we are 
pleased he took on the media and won.  Wish we could have done the same but the Americanism of “Afganistanism” 
really apply to us which are why the media can write what they want about us and get away with it.   The press release 
containing the apology claims “The articles were sensationalized and false”.  We know what they mean. 
 

YACHTS - "Turmoil", a 150ft luxurious motoryacht arrived from Tahiti on the 
morning of the 18th and spent the day, 
before setting course up north for 
Panama.  There have been many 
yachts visiting this month, at one stage 
three yachts were anchored off Bounty 
Bay.  One French yacht had four 
children onboard, and our children at 
Pulau were excited to have extra team 
players at playtime, and language was 
no barrier.  The warning from the 
British Government about the danger 

our men poses to children, does not seem to scare their parents.   I have been 
following the many internet blogs written by the yachties who call at Pitcairn and 
the majority of them have very good things to say about us and our hospitality.   
 
 
Tonkin and Taylor has been nominated for a New Zealand award for the PITCAIRN HILL OF DIFFICULTY ROAD 
PROJECT.  They are one of 35 nominees for the Acenz Innovate NZ Awards and the winner will be announced on 25 
July 2009. 



NADINE IS MAKING ANOTHER OF HER WONDERFUL HAND SEWN 
QULITS.    It's the "story from Spithead England, to Tahiti, Mutiny and then 
Pitcairn".... It's got Spithead, Tahiti and Pitcairn, four Bounty's either appliqued or 
hand stitched on. All the writing is hand stitched. It's obviously not finished yet, 
I'm going to put "tracking" on it from England around the lap quilt to Tahiti, the 
Mutiny section and then to Pitcairn.... It will be bordered by a selection of hand 
dyed fabric - Doodwi nut dye - made by Meralda Warren bordering the quilt, and 
I'll also put "HMAV BOUNTY, PITCAIRN ISLAND" around the edging. It'll be 
signed by Meralda Warren (her input is the fabric dyed with Pitcairn Doodwi), 
Pawl Warren - he drew the Bounty's that I traced and then hand stitched onto the 
fabric, and Brian Young is going to sign it on behalf of Timothy Young who I got 

all the historical information from. Of course I'll sign it too.  It'll end up a decent sized lap quilt or wall hanging. 
   
 

THE BACK PAGE 
 
 
I had intended to scale back the Back Page in regards Pitcairn politics because my Front Page article in the March 
edition on the new employment structure and the new structure of Local Government caused major controversy on 
Island amongst Island Council and a small number of folks.    
 
Two structures changed this year.  1)  The Government Structure   2)  The Employment Structure.  We need to give 
time for the Employment structure to bed in before commenting and while there are expected teething problems we 
hope it will be successful as considerable time have been devoted to the changes by a lot of people.   
 

My comments are with the new Government structure which structure should be covered by Written Law which has 
not been changed to match the new structure now in practice. It is not about whether change is necessary it is about 
making the practical changes before changing the written law.  Overseeing these changes is the Commissioner who 
has resided predominantly on Pitcairn since 2006/2007.  Members of the Island Council, PDT and other sectors of the 
community have worked extremely hard working together to implement these changes.  They deserve a medal for 
what they have achieved so far but legal advice we have been given casts doubts on whether our current Government 
structure is valid.  
 
On 10 June 2009 The Governor announces that the recent structural changes in Council and our local Government  
are not constitutional, only "changes".  As the "changes" involve changes in the Councillors' duties, now to be elected 
every two years instead of annually and the foundation of four Division Managers to head all working departments on 
the island (responsible to Councillors with the relevant portfolio), the end of Internal Committee and the end of 
Chairman of Internal Committee as second in command and in charge of the Works department and being replaced by 
Deputy Mayor, who has nothing to do with the Works Department, now headed by a Division Manager for Operations, 
removal of voting rights from Island Secretary, etc we deduced that these changes constituted constitutional changes.  
 
Definitions of "Constitution" : "Law determining the fundamental political principles of a government"  "A Constitution is 
a system, often codified in a written document, which establishes the fundamental rules and principles by which an 
organisation/nation is governed.....defines its nation's fundamental political principles and establishes the power and 
duties of each government".  (from Wikipedia). 
 
We decided to seek legal advice from a New Zealand Constitutional Lawyer who was not involved in the Pitcairn trials.   
The following is his opinion.  The first part was an immediate reply to our query and the second one after investigating 
the actual situation.  �
 

1.  But the short answer is.....there can be no change of the law except in accordance with the law...so (despite any 
changes in practice, the law ) the constitution is as you find it written in the published documents (the Pitcairn 
orders and the Ordinances).   

2. There is in fact nothing to add to what I said on 7 May.  The constitutional rules  relating to govt on Pitcairn are in 
the Pitcairn Order (last amended it seems in 2002, and not in a manner relevant to  your enquiry)...and the Local 
Govt Ordinance. The Ordinance appears to have been amended 7 times since 2003.  All those amendments 
related to electoral matters...they did not change the governmental structures.. The only way to  change the 
constitutional rules is by written law ...most likely by Ordinance. No Ordinance ...no change.  Anything done as a 
result of an unlegislated change would be invalid/void. 

I am not a lawyer and it is hard for me to judge who is right or what is right.  But things don’t seem right to me and we 
do not want to go back to the recent problems we had regarding the promulgation of our laws.  You be the judge. 
 



________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last month I referred to emails received from the Division Manager Natural Resources.  She has asked me to publish 
the following correction which was sent in three paragraphs but for the purpose of space I have condensed into one. 
 
“Could you please correct your back page as I corresponded with you as Michele Christian "citizen" NOT Michele 
Christian Division Manager Natural Resources. I did not use my Division manager title on my emails to you nor did I 
use my Division manager email address. The correspondence was sent to you from my private email address this is 
mis-information.  I would appreciate it if you could correct this matter asap.” 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BRIEF SNIPPETS FROM THE MAY 2009 COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
Council decided in the May meeting to disallow note-taking in the public gallery .  They noted that note taking by 
members of the public was not generally allowed in Parliaments.  My comment:  This won't affect my reports, as I base 
my comments ONLY on the approved Council minutes, not on any note-takers present in the gallery.  It would be 
unhealthy for me to report on hearsay.  I can confirm that any information I report on Council is taken from written 
documents. 
 

Out of interest I Googled various Parliaments and according to the internet Australia allowed note taking in 2000 and 
Britain has allowed it for centuries.  New Zealand rules is specific on behavior and dress code for visitors in the public 
gallery but is silent on the matter of note taking however NZ parliament broadcast their sessions live on TV, radio and 
is streamed on the internet.  Many other parliaments do the same.   
 

Dem Tull (me) - In the May Council meeting this newsletter was discussed and a councilor expressed his wish to have 
it officially challenged as he feels a number of issues regarding Council have been inaccurately reported.  A series of 
emails have already taken place between the Commissioner and I following the March article but I still do not know 
what was inaccurately reported.  So I have emailed the Mayor asking Council to please tell me which Council issues 
have been inaccurately reported in this newsletter and I will be happy to publish their reply unedited.  
 

Council is considering the job of Editor of Miscellany  becoming a paid position rather than the responsibility of the 
Education Officer. 
 

Consideration is being given to change the law to allow Senior citizens to apply for Government  positions.   Our 
current laws make it compulsory to retire at age 65. 
 

Discussion on Radio Stations on Pitcairn was discussed.  An application for a third Radio Station has been received 
by Council.   
 

Public Work  – clarifies who is exempt however the Education Officers contract will need to be modified to show that 
the Education Officer is no longer exempt from attending Public Work except on the days school is in attendance. 
 

E-mail Addresses  – The Island Secretary asked for clarification from Council Members of which email addresses they 
want correspondence sent to. 
 

The new Council Report  to counter some of the negative reports published by others will be forwarded by the Island 
Secretary to Bill Haigh for inclusion on the Pitcairn Government website.  www.pitcairn.gov.pn 
 
DFID funding .  DFID has given 500,000 pounds for Small Capital projects which will be available from May 2009 to 
March 2011. 
 
Project Payments – GPI (Government of Pitcairn Island) work (salaried positions) take precedence over any project 
work.  All GPI employees must fulfil their obligations to salaried positions above any project work. 
 
Legislation/Ordinances  - one of the recommendations to changes in the written law approved by council was to 
delete the words “Chairman of the Internal Committee” and replace by the words “Deputy Mayor”.  The Governors 
Representative is to inform Paul Rishworth, Legal Advisor to Governor of the change.   
 
Pastor Ray and Anne Codling – Council recommended their settlement  application be approved.   An email was 
read from the SDA church regards R Codling carrying on in the position of Pastor on the Island on a permanent basis. 
Congratulations. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REPORTING FROM OFFICIAL SOURCES 

 
In the April 2009 Miscellany, it states “The new Government Structure came into force on 1 April 2009.”  Posted 
on an Overseas Territories UK website:  “Pitcairn Island new Governance structure – Pitcairn Island went  live 
with its new Governance structure on April 1”.  It was the Employment Structure that came into force on 1 April 
2009.  The new Government structure came into practice on 1 January 2009 following the December 2008 elections.   
 
 
Harts et.  Ef anyone wunta tull, tulla me orn julie@customcredit.co.nz  

 Hooray 
  

 


