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JULIE IN NEW ZEALAND TULL:   A lot of you may have been wondering what has happened to Dem Tull as 
there wasn't any for the months of August, September and October. My apologies. A lot has been happening at my end 
with friends and family visiting, a long lost friend passing away at a young age, working full time, and after spending a 
week in hospital something had to give and unfortunately it was the newsletter.  
  
As I live in New Zealand and report mainly on Pitcairn happenings from Pitcairn it is obvious I need the help from 
others to supply me with news and photos. Thankfully Kari and others have agreed to continue with Dem Tull from 
Pitcairn. There is a lot happening there at the moment especially on the political front, what with a new Constitution 
which surprised everyone given the Governor had sent out a press release in June 2009 advising that there won’t be 
one. In reading the draft constitution I notice the Governor is saying the new constitution will make all existing laws 
and government structures valid. Some of you may have been following my Back Page articles on our new 
government structure which stated our brand new government structure was inconsistent with our written laws. I 
always wondered how the Governor would fix the problem without having to pass retrospective Constitutional Laws 
but it seems the new constitution will fix this.  
  
Thank you to Kari for agreeing to take over the newsletter temporarily. I hope all of you who have been sending me 
news and photos from Pitcairn and of Pitcairners off island will continue to send them in to Kari uptibi@hotmail.com. 
 
A 30 page constitution draft was sent to the island in September for comments and approval by Council and the 
people.  Two lawyers from Human Rights organizations arrived at the same time, and were able to guide us through 
the draft as well as run workshops on the application of Human Rights during their ten days stay. 
A Constitution Committee of five islanders are currently going through the draft, doing research on certain subjects, 
adding to and subtracting from the original draft, getting it ready for submission to Council, the people and the 
Governor. For those interested, the draft constitution can be found on the Pitcairn Government website.  
Pitcairn’s previous constitution was not really a constitution at all, but seven pages under the heading “The 
Pitcairn Order 1970” and “The Pitcairn Royal Instructions 1970”, detailing the Governor’s rights to make 
laws “for the peace, order and good government of the Islands” and  how laws shall be published and 
promulgated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
                                      On the 5th of November everybody on island was invited to attend  
                              Cushana Warren’s first birthday celebration, with her proud parents and siblings. 
 
 

UCKLUN TULL UN DEM TULL 

���������
	
���

 
Approaching Bounty Bay 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CUSHANA! 
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UGLY NAME SIDE AND AN UGLY MURDER, WRITTEN BY AN UG LY WRITER!  

 
Oh well, I’m back!  Seems I can’t resist I suppose.  Enough about that, here’s today’s topic.  Well, this 
morning I came across a darling little article about Pitcairn tourism.  Now this is not an article for or against 
Pitcairn’s tourism industry.  On that point I am somewhat apathetic.  My intention this month was to write 
about two place names, and so here I go. 
 
The article speaks of a place called “Ugly Name Side,” and the exact quote from the article is:  “An area of 
the southern coast is called Ugly Name Side. The origin of the name is unknown.”  Whoever was the 
consultant should look no further than the book “The Pitcairnese language” by A.S.C. Ross.  Although I 
could spend a week moaning about certain inaccuracies in that particular book, they have a good amount to 
say about the “unknown” origins of this somewhat unique place name.  “Ugly Name Side” was originally 
called “Hilatotara,” or for the original pronunciation, “Hi Raa Totara,” which in the book translates as “The 
place of the fishing of the Totara.”  Not exactly the exact wording I would have translated it as, but it means 
the same thing.  Now when people tell you that the origins of the name are a mystery, you can tell them the 
truth (the odds of that topic coming up is about as remote as me getting the body tone of Orlando Bloom 
[thank God for that]). 
 
Let the ugliness continue!  Now people who have followed this newsletter since its first months may recall 
one of my first articles (I was only initially going to write three).  It was about the Raiatean orero called 
Tararo.  Pitcairn tradition and spelling now have him as Talaloo, but I will stick to Tararo for now.  
Anyway, when his wife was taken to be the consort of the bereaved mutineer/pirate John Williams, he and 
the Tubuaiian Ohoo decided to teach the “white” men a lesson.  This involved depriving them of everything 
from the neck down.  They were found out and bolted to the far parts of the island.  Ohoo hid in the place 
called Tautama, and was subsequently betrayed and murdered there (I’ll write an article on it in future).  
Anyway, Tararo hid in a cave in the western part of the island, and gathered a couple of accomplices to his 
cause (including his ex-wife).  The short story is that he was betrayed by them (under the influence and 
threats of the “white” men) and murdered on a ridge above the cave.  His body was then thrown into the 
valley.  Today the cave is still called “Talaloo’s Cave,” and the ridge where he was murdered “Talaloo’s 
Ridge.” 
 
Anyway, that’s it for me this month.  Have a nice day. 
 
For the article, go to:  http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/pitcairnislands/6175954/A-
tourists-guide-to-Pitcairn-Island.html 
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   Talaloo’s Cave 
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KARI  TULL 
In late June I got a lift to Mangareva on a Norwegian yacht,  and flew via Auckland to Australia to see son Tim and 
Sarah, as well as Sarah's parents Lyle and Jenny plus sister Hannah, who all lived on Pitcairn for altogether three years 
in the 1990s and 2003/04 when Lyle was Pitcairn's medical officer. From Australia to Norway, where our daughter 
Anette lives,  working in hotel administration in the country where she was actually born, though she spent her 
childhood on Pitcairn.  I spent over a month with her and  other family and friends  and met up with several Pitcairn 
friends and supporters.  Ellen who visited here in 1981, Rannveig who was here for six months in 2001, and doctors 
Stein and Diana Hoff who came here with their three children twice, in 1979 and 1986, the last time for a longer 
period as they worked here as doctors. When Adelia fell in the well and was presumed drowned, they worked on her 
and got her back to life again. Anette and I were invited to their house for dinner, and enjoyed the evening reminiscing 
about the Pitcairn they remembered. They have their yacht moored in the Caribbean and are still planning to come 
down and visit again. Their house is full of Bounty- and Pitcairn-related books and memorabilia, and Anette sighed 
nostalgically through a couple of hours video show of the TV program they made in 1986, focusing on the large group 
of school children - about 24 children at the time (some visiting) - and the activities and freedom they enjoyed. Stein 
and Diana and their “kids” Elisabeth, Martin and Robert send their sincerest greetings to all their friends on and off the 
island.  
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

My way back home to 
Pitcairn took several 
weeks, via Australia  
and Auckland to  pack 
up my stuff for the 
December supply ship 
while staying in Julie's 
house, flying with 
Heather to Tahiti and 
exploring Papeete for 
two days before flying 
out to Mangareva and 
join the "Braveheart". 
My flight Auckland-
Oslo-Auckland was 
cheaper than the last leg 
Auckland-Tahiti-
Mangareva-Pitcairn. 
 

Anette Stein & Diana The Hoffs and Anette 

 
Kari, Sarah & Tim, Jon (former 

temporary resident) & partner Dede 

 
The Burgoyne Family 

NEVER TOO OLD….. 

 

On Saturday 24 October 2009 some of ucklun attended the 
opening of Bills Museum in Clifton Road, Whitford, 
Auckland, New Zealand. Bill isTania's father in law. He 
has collected a wide range of toys which are displayed on 
shelves and in glass cabinets built by James and his 
brothers. There were shelves of Matchbox toys, cabinets 
full of dolls, prams galore, shelves of cars, trains, trucks. 
old racing cars and bicycles, you name it. There was also a 
constantly supply of nibbles and hot and cold drinks. 
Meralda, Darralyn, Dennis, Julie, Shirley, Phredd and of 
course Tania, James, Raa, Christian, Kaylen attended for 
Pitcairn. 
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SHEREE TULL…  
Sheree and Des Christian, recently returned from a seven week holiday visiting Canada, USA and the Cook Islands in 
August/September.  The main purpose of the trip was to visit Sharon who has been living in Calgary, Canada for the 
past seven years.  During their holiday, the Christian family visited friends and family from our Island as seen in the 
photo montage below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
      
     

                              
 
 NEW SUPPLY SHIP IN OPERATION 
 CLAYMORE II began the new service on September 18 th and anchored off Tedside with “Braveheart” before 
unloading started.  The big blue containers were lifted off the longboats by the huge new crane, and taken up to 
Adamstown for unpacking and distribution.  Claymore II will be bringing supplies directly from New Zealand every 
three months, and will run between Mangareva and Pitcairn for any passengers before she returns to New Zealand. 
 

 
 
 

  
Ena at the Aquarium in New Port, Melva at home making some rolls, Anchorage 

Herb Ford and Des at the Pitcairn  
Island Study Centre 

Sheree, Des, Sharon on the ferry to Vancouver 
Island from Port Angeles, Washington. 

Ian and Kathy visiting Ena from New Zealand 
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The Pitcairn Library  has been reduced to one wall, and a bit of shelves, as the Division Managers’ 
office desks have taken over the space previously occupied by a varied selection of paperbacks, 
hardcovers, magazines, sets of dictionaries, videos and DVDs. Some are contributions from our 
Administration in New Zealand, but most are donated by cruise ships, overseas organizations and 
private people. Sadly, over the last couple of years many of our library books have been disposed of at 
the dump to accommodate new office requirements for Councilors, G.T. and Division Managers. 
 

BUSINESS AS USUAL… The fish fry, the bakery, the takeaway, the café and the public dinner/Gaither singsong 
are still in operation, some weekly, some fortnightly or monthly, but attendance is lower than in 2007 and 2008, for 
very natural reasons.  First of all – the rate of temporary resident outsiders is down.  In 2007 there were 19 outsiders 
here, today there are eight.  We are also short of 12 islanders, who are overseas for medical and other reasons.  At the 
moment we are only 41 permanent residents on the island. 
 
JAKE BRAYDON BROWN  – almost 9 lbs – was born to Kirsten and Michael Brown in Auckland on October 9th.  
Congratulations to the parents and to proud grandmother Pauline here on the island! 
   

    
 
REST IN PEACE… 
Dale Christian (only 48 years old), son of Hazel and Bert Christian, passed away in October, and he was put to rest 
following a funeral ceremony in the Wellington Seventh Day Adventist Church.  His grieving family and other friends 
and Pitcairners attended. 
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COUNCIL NOMINATION meeting in the Hall on 16th November resulted in the list currently on the 
board: Dave, Brenda, Simon, Pawl, Jay and Jackie for Deputy Mayor, and Dave, David, Lea, Brenda, 
Andrew, Jay, Carol., Turi, Simon, Pawl and Jackie for Councillor.  Our December issue will bring you the 
results of our election (December 11th) of Councillors for the next two years. 
 

  

MORE ABOUT SOCIAL WORK ON THE ISLAND…  
Following Dem Tull’s comments on social workers in the June and July issues, more on-island 
feedback has come in.  

“Just 1 comment orn dar letter nadine put en, Lyn nor any different den hem udder Social 
workers bin yah, Correct me ef I wrong, She come yah the fus time as the name  social 
worker and just cos she yah now as Family community adviser makes her any different 
then the rest.Not in my eye, Honestly she bin yah tooooo lorng. You know wut way dem 
all ell come when dem bin yah to lorng.”�
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THE JOURNEY OF THE ALTERNATIVE HABOUR PROJECT 
 
Excerpt from Special Public meeting minutes of April 29th 2009  
   “Commissioner Jaques took the opportunity to raise the subject of the alternate harbor/landing project saying 
   that a feasibility study was now required from DFID and the EU.  A call was made for interested people to 
   meet at 10.30 Friday.  Commissioner Jaques stressed all views, positive and negative, will be listened to.” 
 
Excerpt from Special Council meeting minutes of June 26th: 
  “Discussion opened with Cr Young expressing his support for the basic proposal but adding that he had an  issue with 
Commissioner Jaques saying that the project had almost unanimous support from the community when there was less than half the 
population present at the meeting. Cr Young stated that a few members of the community had raised the alternate harbour project 
in discussion with him and that he wanted to raise their concerns as he felt that Councillors were required to voice the opinions of 
all members of the public. Concern focussed around their perception of the need for an alternate harbour and or landing. Cr 
Young stressed that these opinions and concerns were not his personally. 
Deputy Mayor Warren J said that all meetings had been open to the public and announcements had been made to the effect that 
all were welcome to attend and that dissenting views were welcome. Mayor Warren M added that if people genuinely wanted their 
views heard regarding such matters they would have been present. Cr Young queried the figures that the community had been told 
about increases in tourism and landing of passengers from Cruise Ships. Discussion was held around these issues and while it was 
felt that no guarantees could be made surveys of Cruise Ships had shown that they would look more favourably at the possibility of 
coming to Pitcairn Island if facilities for landing were improved. A vote on whether Pitcairn Island Council should endorse the 
proposed Alternate Harbour. Project was placed before the Council by Mayor Warren M. 
Support: Mayor Warren M Deputy Mayor Warren J Crs Griffiths, Christian B Young Christian J and Brown 
Dissension: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 
As Council showed unanimous support for the proposed Alternate Harbour project Commissioner Jaques will collate input on the 
various stages for a formal presentation to Council for final consideration prior to sending to DFID”. 
 
Excerpt from Special Council meeting minutes of 4th September 2009 
“ Martin (Rapley of DFID: Department of International Development) said that despite the endorsement of Council, there seemed 
to be discussions and rumours around the island that it is not really the best idea. At this point, discussion took place on the pros 
and cons of the project and how this became the focus of the islands attention. The possible development of Bounty Bay as an 
alternative or along with the Tedside project was voiced and Martin appeared to understand the dilemma. He suggested that if he 
did not receive recommendations from Council in writing with or without pictures, for a valid change of plan before receipt of the 
original full proposal, then the process would continue for the application for finance for the Tedside project.” 
 
Excerpts from Special Public meeting minutes of 14 September 2009 
“This meeting was held specifically to discuss the alternative habour project as a result of the new understanding from Martin 
from DFID that the project could have been the development of Bounty Bay 
Mayor Jay Warren explained that the concept of alternate habour as the only viable option was not the understanding which 
Martin had and a Bounty Bay development was still a viable option in Martin’ mind, However, should we change our direction, 
detailed plans are needed by the end of the month.  … A discussion developed on process and feelings of discontent were 
expressed on the findings of the Cruise ships surveys.”   
“… More discussions continued with some report findings being quoted and it was eventually decided to take a vote. This was a 
secret vote with 3 alternatives.”  The results did not reflect the “almost unanimous support” mentioned by the Commissioner. 

·  2 for the Tedside project – on the western coast, 20 minutes drive from Adamstown 
·   6 for the funding to be "shared" by Tedside and Bounty Bay 
·  15 for Bounty Bay  - on the northern coast, two minutes drive from Adamstown and site of present harbor. 
·   

Excerpts from the Special Public Meeting of 17th Sept 2009 
 “ It was agreed that a clause be added to the original proposal which would allow both harbours to be included in the 
development. And that  extra budget be made available for bounty bay.” Discussion headed in this direction and it was decided 
that the Temporary Island Secretary should write the proposal which would be submitted to council for approval and placed in the 
original document for the Tedside Project”.   The group who attended this meeting accepted they had neither the time nor the 
resources to complete a proper Bounty Bay project proposal in time for DFIDs deadline, so a compromise was reached.  
 
Excerpt from the Video Linked Meeting of 21st September 
“Jay presented the proposed amendment to the Tedside project which expressed the concept of including Bounty Bay as part of 
the total project. Acceptance of this document was moved: Carol/Jacqui   Passed Unanimously. 
 
As the Tedside project is estimated at 12-15 million dollars, paid for by British taxpayers, one may hope that more than the two 
community members will find the merits and benefits of this huge  and costly project. 
 

HAR’S ET.  EF ANYBODY WUNT A TELL, TULLE UCKLUN ON uptibi@hotmail.com.  Hooray 
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